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Summary 
 
A grant of £20,000 is requested to complete a funding package for re-commissioning 
the play area in MacDonald Park in Lochardil, Inverness. 
 
 
1. Background 

 
1.1 
 

MacDonald Park is located in the Lochardil area of Inverness.  An expansive 
open space of 3.33 hectares the Park is a focal point within the local 
community.  MacDonald Park is an Education, Culture and Sport Service asset 
maintained by TEC Services. 
 

1.2 In recent years the Council has worked closely with Lochardil and Drummond 
Community Council to improve the Park facilities.  A perimeter footpath and a 
pond area have been created, attractively carved wooden benches are situated 
within the Park and there is currently remedial work in progress on the football 
pitch. 
 

1.3 To complete the improvement programme a final piece of work is required to 
revive the play area.   Feedback from Community Council Members is that 
although local people value the Park and would wish to use it, the current 
limited facilities there are insufficiently attractive.  According to information the 
Community Council has gleaned from consultation via Facebook, local parents 
instead choose to drive their children to other facilities within the City.  If the 
local facilities were improved, the parents would be keen to use them instead. 
 

1.4 The play equipment currently installed includes equipment which is either at or 
approaching the end of the end of operational “life”.  Some equipment is 
suffering from corrosion and some items are not installed with safety surfacing. 
 

2. Improvement Plan 
 

2.1 
 

To improve the play area TEC Services Area Roads & Community Works has 
recommended a complete overhaul.  This would substantially improve the local 
facilities, and enable the creation of a separate play area for small children. 
 

2.2 
 

Early estimates from suppliers were that this might cost £60-70,000. A scaled-
down improvement plan costing in the region of £40,000 would enable a like-
for-like replacement of the equipment currently installed but without any 
additional benefits. The existing site caters primarily for toddlers and young 
children with limited facilities for older children, hence lack of use and 
occasional abuse (vandalism, arson).  
 



2.3 
 

A desktop purchasing exercise conducted by TEC Services with the approved 
play equipment suppliers on the Council’s framework agreement produced a 
range of proposals against a set budget of £60,000.  A preferred supplier has 
been identified on the basis of set criteria which include quality and design. 
 

2.4 
 

The chosen design (see Appendix 1) offers an attractive range of 
predominantly wooden equipment.  All pieces of equipment are to be installed 
on rubberised safe surfaces throughout and are guaranteed for 20 years. The 
design encompasses facilities for older children as well as providing the 
toddlers and younger children with a safe, fenced, area to limit dog fouling 
within the play zones.  
 

2.5 
 

An additional benefit the chosen supplier offers is to remove three existing 
items (swings, see-saw and an overhead rotating unit) for “recycled” use 
elsewhere.  This would mean that once complete the MacDonald Park play 
area would be completely new, with materials which are sympathetic to the 
Park environment. 
 

2.6 
 

The Inverness Ness-side Ward Members have committed £30,000 of financial 
year 2013/14 Ward Discretionary Funds towards a complete revamp of the play 
area.  This is in addition to the funds previously agreed to complete the work 
on the football pitch and footpath, amounting to £5529.55 (making a total of 
62.4% of Ward Funds dedicated to the Park).   
 

2.7 TEC Services has committed £10,000 of funds from the Area Roads & 
Community Works budget allocation (including £5,555 Ward allocation of TEC 
Services capital funds) to supplement the Ward discretionary funds.  A gap of 
£20,000 remains to complete the funding package. 
 

4. Implications 
 

4.1 £20,000 is requested from the Inverness Common Good Fund.  TEC Services 
staff would implement the plan with the supplier.   
 

4.2 By enhancing a local resource parents may not drive elsewhere, so there may 
be a positive environmental impact. There are no legal or risk implications.   
 

 
Recommendation 
 
The Sub-Committee is invited to recommend to the City of Inverness Area Committee 
that funding of £20,000 is committed towards the Project. 
 
 
Designation: Area Roads and Community Works Manager 
 (Inverness, Nairn and Badenoch and Strathspey) 
 
Date: 19 June 2013 
 
Authors:  Iain Reid, Stewart Wardlaw 
 
Background Papers:  None 
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A KOMPAN group company

www.kompan.co.uk
MacDonald Park
Inverness

The Play Practice
Quarrywood Court

Livingston
EH54 6AX

t : 01506 224466
e : play@theplaypractice.co.uk

1.	 Kompan	triple	bay	swings,	antiwrap/twist,	4	flat	seats,	1	basket.
2. Kompan up & over net climber
3. Kompan lillypad stepping pods (5No.)
4. Kompan twisted net climb
5. Kompan balance net
6. Kompan double balance beam walk
7. Kompan tarzan walk
8. Kompan balance poles
9. Kompan wip wap seesaw
10. Kompan rustic climb & Slide Tower for juniors
11. Kompan wacky spinner
12. Kompan ladybird sit in springer
13. Kompan pont seesaw for toddlers
14. Kompan spinner bowl
15. Kompan sit on crazy hen springer
16. Kompan toddelr activity unit with interactive panel game
17.	 Kompan	double	bay	swings,	antiwrap/twist,	2	cradle	&	2	flat	seats

green rubber mulch 
safer surface

green rubber mulch 
safer surface

indicative seating/picnic
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A KOMPAN group company

www.kompan.co.uk
MacDonald Park
Inverness

The Play Practice
Quarrywood Court

Livingston
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4 flat seats

basket swing

indicative seating/picnic

spinning

climbingsliding

agility

strength

skill

role play

swinging social play

wobbling rocking

rocking

steel slide

antiwrap/antitwist bearing




































