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project : LOCHEND WIND FARM

figure 05 : Construction and Turbine Details
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	SUMMARY
	PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

	SITE DESCRIPTION
	The site totals approximately 2.20ha and lies approximately 3km south-east of the settlement of Barrock, approximately 11km to the east of Thurso and 14kn north-west of Wick. A location plan is attached in Appendix 2. The site comprises agricultural farmland of a flat open terrain at an elevation of 50m and is located in the Sweeping Moorland Landscape Character Type (LCT) as identified by SNH’s Landscape Character Assessment for Caithness and Sutherland but is also in close proximity to the Mixed Agriculture and Settlement LCT.  
	There are two properties which would be located within 1km of a turbine; Syster and 3 Lochend Holdings located approximately 835m and 980m from the nearest turbine respectively. Both properties are financially involved in the project. The nearest non-involved properties are 7 Lochend Holdings and Hollandmake located 1.4km and 1.5km from any turbine respectively.
	The site itself does not lie within any landscape designations, however a number exist within 30km:
	The site itself also does not lie within any natural heritage designations however a number exist within 30km:
	There are a number of historic environment features within the vicinity however the most notable is Earl’s Cairn located 1.6km to the north-west. In addition, the inventoried grounds of Castle of Mey lie within 5km to the north. 
	When assessing a wind farm development site, consideration of similar developments within a 60km distance of the site is required. The list below presents the projects that are operational, approved or have been submitted but are not yet determined around this site.
	Not yet determined
	Operational, Approved or Under Construction
	Strathy South
	Wathegar
	Lyth
	Flex Hill (Bilbster)
	Achairn
	Refused
	Burn of Whilk
	Spittal
	Camster
	Bad A Cheo
	Stroupster
	Limekiln
	Wathegar 2
	Strathy North
	Achlachan
	PLANNING HISTORY
	CONSULTATIONS
	SEPA do not object to the proposal subject to inclusion of a condition requiring submission of a site specific pollution prevention plan for approval at least 2 months prior to commencement of development. SEPA have however, raised concerns regarding the evidence presented to support the conclusion that shallow groundwater was not recorded on site.
	SNH do not object to the proposal. There is likely to be significant effect on the qualifying interests of the Caithness Lochs Special Protection Area which can be mitigated by limiting the construction period. There is likely to be a significant effect on two of the qualifying interests of the Caithness and Sutherland Peatlands SPA however SNH conclude that this will not adversely affected the integrity of the site. In terms of landscape and visual impact, SNH consider that there are significant cumulative impacts arising from the proposed development, particularly on the designated Dunnet Head Special Landscape Area (SLA).
	DEVELOPMENT PLAN POLICY
	OTHER MATERIAL CONSIDERATIONS
	Interim Supplementary Guidance: Onshore Wind Energy Supplementary Guidance (March 2012)
	Scottish Planning Policy requires Planning Authorities to set out a spatial strategy to assist with the development of large scale (over 20MW) onshore wind farms. Whilst this application is within a medium category of development, the guidance helps to identify areas of significant protection from development, identify other constraints and policy criteria and areas of search. The site is identified as being within a Stage 3 – Area of Search.
	The Council has an approved Renewable Energy Strategy (HRES) which sets out its vision and policies on a whole raft of potential renewable energy technologies. Relevant policies to the current application, not otherwise superseded by the above noted Supplementary Guidance, include:
	• Policy H1 Education and Training
	• Policy K1 Community Benefit
	• Policy N1 Local Content of Works
	Scottish Government Planning Policy and Guidance which include the following main provisions:
	• National Planning Framework for Scotland 2 – June 2009
	• SPP – February 2010
	• 2020 Routemap for Renewable Energy in Scotland – Updated October 2012
	SPP contains a number of subject specific policy statements, also supported by Planning Advice Notes (PANs) which give additional guidance on topics. SPP policies of note to this development include:
	• Rural Development
	• Landscape and Natural Heritage
	• Transport
	• Renewable Energy
	PLANNING APPRAISAL




