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Summary 
This report details the progress of the project to re-organise a number of small charitable 
trusts, bequests and funds, which are administered by the Council, into a new Highland wide, 
Highland Charities Trust, in order to ensure their efficient administration and compliance with 
the Charities Act and related Regulations and seeks approval of the resolution as required by 
the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) as part of this process. 
 
 
1. Background 

 
1.1  The Council at its meeting on 19 December 2013 agreed to: 

i) the setting up of the Highland Charities Trust subject to the approval of the Office 
of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR); 

ii) the transfer of the assets of any existing small charitable trust administered by the 
Council to the Highland Charities Trust where the purposes equated to the 
purposes of the Highland Charities Trust; 

iii) the winding up of any existing small charitable trust once its funds had been 
transferred to the Highland Charities Trust; and 

iv) that the administration of the Highland Charities Trust be delegated to the 
Corporate Manager so far as making grants of under £10,000 was concerned, with 
grants of over £10,000 or grants covering an area greater than a four Ward area 
being brought back to the Finance, Housing and Resources Committee ( now 
Resources Committee) for consideration. 

 
2. Current Position  

 
2.1 Following the Council’s agreement an application was submitted to OSCR for the 

Highland Charities Trust to be given charitable status and this was granted by OSCR 
on 6 March 2014. A copy of the signed Trust Deed is attached at Appendix 1.  
 

2.2 Applications for the reorganisation of the Highland Council’s small charitable trusts as 
listed in Appendix 2, were then submitted to OSCR and approvals for these re-
organisations were all received by 31 March 2014.   
 

2.3 An OSCR condition on the re-organisation was that the Highland Charities Trust  
should retain similar trust purposes and geographical areas as the original trusts.  
This condition was met by combining and ring fencing the original trusts with similar 
purposes and geographic areas as shown in Appendix 2.  Funds can therefore 
continue to be allocated to their local areas in a similar way to how funds were 
previously allocated. 
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2.4 The assets of the small charitable trusts listed in Appendix 2 have now been 
transferred to the Highland Charities Trust and draft accounts have been prepared for 
the year to 31 March 2014.  These accounts are currently being audited. 
 

2.5 The small charitable trusts listed in Appendix 2 therefore now have a nil balance and 
application has been made to OSCR for them to be wound up and removed from the 
Register of Charities. 
 

2.6 Details of the Highland Charities Trust will be posted on the Highland Council website 
to enable applications for funding.  
 

3. Governance 
 

3.1 Members agreed that the administration of the Highland Charities Trust be delegated 
to the Corporate Manager.  As this post has been deleted it is recommended that 
responsibility for the administration should be transferred to the Head of Policy and 
Reform. 
 

3.2 It is proposed that the Audit and Scrutiny Committee receive the audited annual 
accounts of the Highland Charities Trust. 
 

4. Implications 
 

4.1 Equalities, Climate Change/Carbon Clever, Risk and Rural Implications:  There 
are no Equalities, Climate Change/Carbon Clever, Risk or Rural implication arising 
from this report. 
 

4.2 Legal Implications: The Highland Charities Trust has been established. 
 

4.3 Resource Implications: The proposals contained within this report are designed to 
avoid additional annual work and audit costs arising from the new financial reporting 
and auditing requirements which came into force on 1 April 2013. 
 

 
Recommendations 
 
Council are asked to: 

 
(1) Note that the Highland Charities Trust has now been set up and has charitable status 
(2) Note that funds have been transferred from the trusts listed in Appendix 2 to the 

Highland Charities Trust 
(3) Note that application has been made to OSCR for the  winding up and removal of the 

small charitable trusts listed in Appendix 2 from the Register of Charities as they now 
have nil balances 

(4) Agree to delegate responsibility for the administration of the Highland Charities Trust 
to the Head of Policy and Reform 

(5) Agree to delegate to the Audit and Scrutiny Committee the approval of the audited 
annual accounts of the Highland Charities Trust.  

(6) Agree that the Highland Charities Trust will administer the funds received from the 
small charitable trusts listed in Appendix 2 in accordance with the re-organisation 
schemes which have been approved by OSCR. 

 
 
 
 



 
Designations:   Director of Finance and Depute Chief Executive 
 
Date:    25 August 2014 
 
Author:    Margaret Grigor, Service Finance Manager   
 
Background Papers:  Appendix 1 – Signed Trust Deed  

Appendix 2 – Highland Charities Trust details of ring fencing 
and purpose. 



















HIGHLAND CHARITIES TRUST Appendix 2

New Cost Centre Name Current Charitable Title Purpose Ring Fencing

HCT Highland Education Fund (all) Highland Regional Childrens Panel 20th Anniversary Trust Fund a) Advancement of Education
b) Advancement of citizenship or community development
c) The provision of recreational facilities or the organisation of recreational activities with the 
object of improving the conditions of life for the persons for whom the facilities or activities are 
primarily intended
d) to assist other charitable organisations with purposes similar to the Trust so as to further 
their charitable purposes within The Highland Council area by the provision of financial and/or 
material assistance.

for the benefit of persons under the age of 18 
years.

HCT Highland  Health Fund (all) Highland Heart Fund a) Advancement of health
b) To assist other charitable organisations with purposes similar to the Trust so as to further 
their charitable purposes within the Highland Council area by the provision of financial and/or 
material assistance.

No identified ring fencing. 

HCT Durness Poor Fund (Ward 1) Mcculloch Bequest For The Poor Of Durness a) for the prevention or relief of poverty and
 b) To provide relief, financial assistance or welfare for those inhabitants of the Highland Council 
area who are in need by reason of age, ill-health, disease, invalidity, disability, infirmity, financial 
hardship or other disadvantage

For the benefit of Ward 1 area

HCT Wick Poor Fund (Ward 3) William Davidson Bequest
William Murray Bequest For Poor Of Wick
George Swanson Trust
James Cormack Bequest
John Jacobus Harper Trust
Thomas L Rettie Bequest For Poor
Jane Cormack Bequest
Miss Adeleine Florence Henderson Bequests
Alexander Wares Bequest For Poor
John Sutherland (Fish Curer) Poor Fund
John Sutherland Poor Cooper's Fund
Sir Josiah H Symon Poor Fund
Total 

HCT Wick Education and Heritage Fund (Ward 3) William Murray Bequest For Wick Library a)  Advancement of education
b Advancement of art, heritage, culture or science
c) To assist other charitable organisations with purposes similar to the Trust so as to further 
their charitable purposes within the Highland Council Area by the provision of financial and/or 
material assistance

For the benefit of Ward 3 area

HCT Landward Caithness Poor Fund (Ward 4) Oswald (Bower) Mortification
Oswald (Dunnet) Bequest
Davidson - Cumming Bequest
Murray (Olrig) Bequest
Total

a) for the prevention or relief of poverty and
 b) To provide relief, financial assistance or welfare for those inhabitants of the Highland Council 
area who are in need by reason of age, ill-health, disease, invalidity, disability, infirmity, financial 
hardship or other disadvantage

for the prevention or relief of poverty and
 To provide relief, financial assistance or welfare for those inhabitants of the Highland Council 
area who are in need by reason of age, ill-health, disease, invalidity, disability, infirmity, financial 
hardship or other disadvantage

For the benefit of Ward 3 area

For the benefit of Ward 4 area



New Cost Centre Name Current Charitable Title Purpose Ring Fencing

HCT East Sutherland and Edderton Poor Fund (Ward 5) John Rutherford Trust For Poor Of Kildonan
Mccrone Bequest
Ross Bequest
John Couper Bequest For Poor Of Helmsdale
Total

HCT Dores Poor Fund (Ward 13) Knockie Trust Fund a) for the prevention or relief of poverty and
 b) To provide relief, financial assistance or welfare for those inhabitants of the Highland Council 
area who are in need by reason of age, ill-health, disease, invalidity, disability, infirmity, financial 
hardship or other disadvantage

For the benefit of Ward 13 area

HCT Daviot & Moy Poor Fund (Ward 13 & 16) Duncan Macbean Bequest
Macbean Bequest Daviot & Dunn
Total

HCT Cawdor Poor Fund (Wards 18 & 19) Grigor Bequest For Poor Of Parish Of Cawdor a) for the prevention or relief of poverty and
 b) To provide relief, financial assistance or welfare for those inhabitants of the Highland Council 
area who are in need by reason of age, ill-health, disease, invalidity, disability, infirmity, financial 
hardship or other disadvantage

For the benefit of Ward 18 & 19 areas

HCT Inverness Poor Fund (Wards 14, 15, 16 & 17) Mrs Jane Masson Bequest
Frederick Klein Mortification

Total

HCT Fort William Poor Fund (Ward 12) Kennedy Trust For Poor a) for the prevention or relief of poverty and
 b) To provide relief, financial assistance or welfare for those inhabitants of the Highland Council 
area who are in need by reason of age, ill-health, disease, invalidity, disability, infirmity, financial 
hardship or other disadvantage

For the benefit of Ward 12 area

HCT  Caol & Mallaig Poor Fund (Ward 22) Donald Cameron Of Erracht Bequest For Poor Of Kilmallie a) for the prevention or relief of poverty and
 b) To provide relief, financial assistance or welfare for those inhabitants of the Highland Council 
area who are in need by reason of age, ill-health, disease, invalidity, disability, infirmity, financial 
hardship or other disadvantage

For the benefit of Ward 22 area

HCT Lochaber Education Fund (Ward 12 & 22) Castle Commando Trust a) Advancement of Education
b) The provision of recreational facilities or the organisation of recreational activities with the 
object of improving the conditions of life for the persons for whom the facilities or activities are 
primarily intended
c) To assist other charitable organisations with purposes similar to the Trust so as to further 
their charitable purposes within the Highland Council area by the provision of financial and/or 
material assistance.

For the benefit of Wards 12 & 22 area

for the prevention or relief of poverty and
 To provide relief, financial assistance or welfare for those inhabitants of the Highland Council 
area who are in need by reason of age, ill-health, disease, invalidity, disability, infirmity, financial 
hardship or other disadvantage

a) for the prevention or relief of poverty and
 b) To provide relief, financial assistance or welfare for those inhabitants of the Highland Council 
area who are in need by reason of age, ill-health, disease, invalidity, disability, infirmity, financial 
hardship or other disadvantage

a) for the prevention or relief of poverty and
 b) To provide relief, financial assistance or welfare for those inhabitants of the Highland Council 
area who are in need by reason of age, ill-health, disease, invalidity, disability, infirmity, financial 
hardship or other disadvantage

For the benefit of Ward 5 area

For the benefit of Ward 13 and 16 areas 

For the benefit of Wards 14,15,16 & 17 areas



New Cost Centre Name Current Charitable Title Purpose Ring Fencing

hCT Nairn and Auldearn Poor Fund (Ward 19) Miss Emma M Fraser Bequest For The Poor Of Nairn
John Rose Troup Charitable Trust
Thomson Bequest Fund
Miss L E M Rose Bequest
Total

HCT Nairn Children's Fund (Ward 19) Nairnshire Boot Fund
Grigor Bequest For Confirmed Invalids
Total

HCT  Badenoch and Strathspey Poor Fund (Ward 21) Dr Donald Grant Legacy
Burnside Bequest Cromdale Poor
Duncan Cameron Trust For Poor Of Abernethy
George Harvey Trust
Dr A A C Grant Bequest
Total

HCT Grantown Poor Fund (Ward 21) Miss Margaret Charlotte Stuart Legacy a) for the prevention or relief of poverty and
 b) To provide relief, financial assistance or welfare for those inhabitants of the Highland Council 
area who are in need by reason of age, ill-health, disease, invalidity, disability, infirmity, financial 
hardship or other disadvantage

For the benefit of the Town of Grantown.

HCT Grantown Heritage Fund (Ward 21) Grantown War Memorial Fund a) Advancement of art, heritage and culture or science
b) To assist other charitable organisations with purposes similar to the Trust so as to further 
their charitable purposes within the Highland Council Area by the provision of financial and/or 
material assistance

For the benefit of Ward 21 area

HCT Wester Ross Poor Fund (Ward 6) West Coast Of Ross-Shire (Mainland) Distress Fund a) for the prevention or relief of poverty and
 b) To provide relief, financial assistance or welfare for those inhabitants of the Highland Council 
area who are in need by reason of age, ill-health, disease, invalidity, disability, infirmity, financial 
hardship or other disadvantage

For the benefit of Ward 6 area.

HCT  Cromarty Firth poor Fund (Ward 7) John Martin Trust To Give Christmas Dinner To The Poor Of Invergo
Kynoch Bequest - Invergordon
Miss M A Ross Fund - Invergordon
R G Fraser MacKenzie Bequest - Saltburn
Total

For the benefit of Ward 19 area

For the benefit of young people under the age of 
18 in the Ward 19 area.

For the benefit of Ward 21 area

For the benefit of Ward 7 area

a) for the prevention or relief of poverty and
b)  To provide relief, financial assistance or welfare for those inhabitants of the Highland Council 
area who are in need by reason of age, ill-health, disease, invalidity, disability, infirmity, financial 
hardship or other disadvantage.

a) for the prevention or relief of poverty and
 b) To provide relief, financial assistance or welfare for those inhabitants of the Highland Council 
area who are in need by reason of age, ill-health, disease, invalidity, disability, infirmity, financial 
hardship or other disadvantage

a) for the prevention or relief of poverty and
 b) To provide relief, financial assistance or welfare for those inhabitants of the Highland Council 
area who are in need by reason of age, ill-health, disease, invalidity, disability, infirmity, financial 
hardship or other disadvantage

a) for the prevention or relief of poverty and
 b) To provide relief, financial assistance or welfare for those inhabitants of the Highland Council 
area who are in need by reason of age, ill-health, disease, invalidity, disability, infirmity, financial 
hardship or other disadvantage



New Cost Centre Name Current Charitable Title Purpose Ring Fencing

HCT Tain & Easter Ross Poor Fund (Ward 8) Hugh Leslie Bequest
George Murray Senr Coal Fund
Ronald Ross Gift
George Macleod Bequest
Viscount Tarbat Barley Trust - Fearn & Seaboard
Miss MacLeod Bequest - Fearn & Seaboard
Wm Murray Bequest - Tain
D Fraser Bequest - Tain
Donald Duff Bequest for poor of Tain
J Ross Bequest - Tain
Miss I Munro Bequest - Tain
G Murray Westfield Fund - Tain
Alex Ross Fund - Tain
David Thomson Bequest For Poor
Alex Thomson Bequest For Poor
David Thomson Bequest For Ex-Seaforth Highlanders
Tain War Memorial Fund
Total

HCT Dingwall and Conon Poor Fund (Ward 9) G Urquhart Bequest - Conon Bridge
W Simpson Bequest - Dingwall
Total

HCT Black Isle Poor Fund (Ward 10) F W Grant Bequest
Alex MacLean's Trust - Cromarty
Coull Mortification
John Fraser Bequest
Miss E Kemp Bequest For Poor Of Rosemarkie
Total

HCT Glenelg Heritage Fund (Ward 6) Glenelg War Memorial a) Advancement of art, heritage and culture or science
b) To assist other charitable organisations with purposes similar to the Trust so as to further 
their charitable purposes within the Highland Council Area by the provision of financial and/or 
material assistance

For the benefit of Ward 6 area

HCT Skye Poor Fund (Ward 11) Skye Patriotic Fund
A M Macdonald Trust Fund
Total

HCT Gairloch Children's Fund (Ward 6) Gairloch High School Howard Dorisfund a) Advancement of Education
b) Advancement of citizenship or community development
c) Advancement of art, heritage, culture or science
d) The provision of recreational facilities or the organisation of recreational activities with the 
object of improving the conditions of life for the persons for whom the facilities or activities are 
primarily intended
e) To assist other charitable organisations with purposes similar to the Trust so as to further 
their charitable purposes within the Highland Council area by the provision of financial and/or 
material assistance.

For the benefit of young persons under the age of 
18 years within Ward 6 area.

For the benefit of Ward 8 area

For the benefit of Ward 9 area

For the benefit of Ward 10 area

For the benefit of Ward 11 areaa) for the prevention or relief of poverty and
 b) To provide relief, financial assistance or welfare for those inhabitants of the Highland Council 
area who are in need by reason of age, ill-health, disease, invalidity, disability, infirmity, financial 
hardship or other disadvantage

a) for the prevention or relief of poverty and
 b) To provide relief, financial assistance or welfare for those inhabitants of the Highland Council 
area who are in need by reason of age, ill-health, disease, invalidity, disability, infirmity, financial 
hardship or other disadvantage

a) for the prevention or relief of poverty and
 b) To provide relief, financial assistance or welfare for those inhabitants of the Highland Council 
area who are in need by reason of age, ill-health, disease, invalidity, disability, infirmity, financial 
hardship or other disadvantage

a) for the prevention or relief of poverty and
 b) To provide relief, financial assistance or welfare for those inhabitants of the Highland Council 
area who are in need by reason of age, ill-health, disease, invalidity, disability, infirmity, financial 
hardship or other disadvantage




