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(Scotland) Act 2005 
 
The Caledonian, 9-11 High Street, Inverness IV1 1HY 
 
Report by the Clerk to the Licensing Board  
  
Summary 
REF: HC/INBS/323 
This report relates to an application for a major variation of premises licence. 
Premises: The Caledonian, 9-11 High Street, Inverness IV1 1HY 
Applicant:  Stonegate Pub Company Ltd, c/o Codan Trust Company (Cayman) Ltd, 
per Hill Brown Licensing, Glasgow. 
  
1 Description of Premises 

 
 A public house premises with conference, restaurant, bar meals and other 

facilities on the ground floor. The premises are situated between retail units 
in a mixed residential and commercial area in the city centre. The licence 
offers on and off sales. 
 

1.1  Current Core Operating Hours 
  
 On Sales: 

Monday to Sunday: 11.00 hrs. to 01.00 hrs. 
Off Sales 
Monday to Sunday 11.00 hrs. to 22.00 hrs 
 

2 
 

Summary of Variation Application 

2.1 Variation Sought 
 

 Amend on sales hours on Thursday, Friday and Saturday to 03.00 hrs. the 
following morning. 
 

3 Background 
 

3.1 
  

On 26 August 2014 the Licensing Board receipted an application for a major 
variation of a premises licence from the applicant’s agent, Hill Brown, 
Glasgow. 
 



  

3.2 The Board has advertised the application on the Council’s website for a 
period of 21 days and the applicant has to display the Notice on site for the 
period (1 September to 22 September 2014).  Confirmation of display of the 
site notice has been received. 

  
3.3 In accordance with standard procedure, Police Scotland, Highlands and 

Islands Fire and Rescue Service, The Council’s TEC Services 
(Environmental Health), and Planning and Building Standards were 
consulted on the application. 
 
Notification and a copy of the application have been sent to NHS Highland.  
 
The local Community Council for Inverness Central is not currently formed. 
   

3.4 
  

Notice of the application has been sent to all the people listed under S21 (1) 
of the Act.  
 

3.5 Two letters of objection have been received, from: 
1. CFG Leisure 6 Ltd, trading as Ultra Violet, operators of G’s and Vinyl, 9-

21 Castle Street, Inverness, per Brunton Miller Solicitors, 22 Herbert 
Street Glasgow, 

2.  Garry Walker Dinnes, c/o Inverness City Suites, 2-7 High Street, 
Inverness IV1 1HY;  

and these are attached as Appendix 1 to the report. 
  
4 Legislation 

 
4.1 The Licensing Board must in considering and determining the application, 

consider whether any grounds of refusal apply and if none of them applies, 
the Board must grant the application.   
 
Relevant grounds of refusal may be: -  
 
1. that the grant of the application will be inconsistent with one or more of 

the licensing objectives; 
2. that having regard to; (i) the nature of the activities carried on or 

proposed to be carried on in the subject premises, (ii) the location 
character and condition of the premises, and (iii) the persons likely to 
frequent the premises, the Board considers the premises are unsuitable 
for use for the sale of alcohol in accordance with the proposed variation;  

3. that having regard to the number and capacity of (i) licensed premises of 
the same or similar description as the subject premises (taking account 
of the proposed variation), in the locality in which the subject premises 
are situated, the Board considers that, if the application were to be 
granted, there would, as a result, be over provision of licensed premises 
or licensed premises of that description in the locality. 

  
 
 



  

4.2 The Board only has power to either grant the application and make a 
variation of the conditions to which the licence is subject or refuse the 
application. 
 
If the Board refuses the application, the Board must specify the ground for 
refusal and if the ground for refusal is in relation to a licensing objective, the 
Board must specify the objective in question.   
 

5 Licensing Standards Officer’s Comments 
 
The Caledonian is a large bar/restaurant operating within the High Street of 
Inverness. It is a popular bar and is well run. History shows that there has 
been very little issue in respect of matters relating to the Licensing 
Objectives. The management have been consistently co-operative with the 
LSO. 
 
Currently the premises trade as a food/drink venue from opening until late 
evening. When the food provision stops, the emphasis shifts to wet sales 
and at the weekend bespoke entertainment is provided for customers. The 
management employ SIA registered door stewards at the weekends as per 
the conditions of their licence. The premises are active members of the City 
Centre Pub Watch and take part in the Best Bar None Awards.  
 
The LSO has met with the premises manager and confirmed that the 
applicants are able to meet the full range of Mandatory Late Night 
Conditions and the Local Condition requiring the late night provision of food. 
 
The applicants state that they will provide substantial entertainment, pre 
advertised, in the form of live entertainment and discotheques. They have a 
bespoke dance door area within the downstairs bar area. 
 
The application complies with the Board’s Policy in terms of Late Opening 
Premises. The management of what has already proved to be a busy City 
Centre establishment gives the LSO confidence that should the Board be 
minded to grant the application, that there would be no adverse effect on the 
Licensing Objectives within the City Centre environment. At this time the 
applicants do not have draft misuse of drug policies or evacuation policies 
for perusal. The premises manager has been advised to source these and 
have them available for the Board’s information at the forthcoming meeting. 
 
One small issue that has recently arisen has been complaints of noise 
suffered by residents in Baron Taylors Street properties from the use of the 
outside drinking area as a smoking terrace particularly in the late evening. 
Currently this area of the premises is constrained in terms of alcohol 
provision to 9pm.  However this does not preclude its use by smokers. The 
advent of this application is timely in that a suggested solution, as the 
premises are potentially going to be busier, is to close completely the 
outside drinking area at 9pm and thereafter patrons would be able to use the 
area outside the main entrance to smoke which is under the direct scrutiny 
of the SIA registered door staff and covered by CCTV. This suggestion has 



  

been broached to the premises manager who has indicated that such a 
proposal could be accommodated; subsequent confirmation has also been 
received from the Agents acting for the Applicants that such a condition is 
acceptable on behalf of their clients. 
 

6.0  HLB Local Policies 
  
 The following policies are relevant to the application:- 

 
(i) Highland Licensing Board Policy Hours   
(ii) Highland Licensing Board Policy Statement 
(iii) Schedule of Local Conditions  
(iv) Highland Licensing Board combined Equality Scheme 
 

7.0 Conditions 
 

7.1 
 
 
 
 

Mandatory Conditions 
 
If the application is approved the Mandatory Conditions set out in Schedule 
3 of the Act will apply. 
 
Should the application be granted the conditions contained within the 
Licensing Conditions (Late Opening Premises) (Scotland) (Regulations) 
2007 will also apply. 
 

7.2 
 

Local Conditions 
 
a) Children under the age of 16 are excluded from any room where there is a 
bar counter after 22.00hrs except during private functions or for the purpose 
of viewing live entertainment or where the child is in the room for the 
purpose of taking a meal. This condition does not apply to any child who is in 
the bar solely for the purpose of passing to or from some other part of the 
premises being a part to or from which there is no other convenient means 
of access or egress. (Licensing Objective 5). 
 
b) Whilst in any room with a bar counter all children must be in the company 
of, or supervised by an appropriate responsible adult. This condition does 
not apply to children of the Licence Holder or children who are resident on 
the premises. (Licensing Objective 5). 
 
c) Notwithstanding conditions(a) and(b) children must not sit or remain at the 
bar counter at any time. (Licensing Objective 5). 
 
g) Premises open for the sale of alcohol after 01.00hrs shall have available a 
selection of hot and cold foods and shall advertise this within the Premises 
(Licensing Objective 4). 
 
i) Any music or live performance will cease at 02.45hrs on any occasion 
when the Premises are open after 1am. (Licensing Objective 3). 
 



  

n) The Licence Holder shall ensure the provision of an effective means of 
recording the capacity during the premises hours of operation. 
 
o) On any day for which the terminal hour specified in this Licence is later 
than 01.00hrs the following day, alcohol may be sold on the Premises after 
01.00hrs only while entertainment as detailed in the operating plan is being 
provided and has been provided continuously from no later than 22.00hrs. 
(Licensing Objective 4). 
 
Specific Local Conditions 
 
All glass disposal should cease by 23.00hrs.(Licensing Objective 3). 
 
The outside drinking area as detailed within the layout plan for the Premises 
shall be closed to customers from 21.00 hrs daily.(Licensing Objective 3). 
 
 

   
8 Recommendation 
 
The Board is invited to determine the above application and the local conditions and 
specific condition recommended at paragraph 7.2..  
 
If the Board refuses the application, the Board must specify the ground for refusal 
and if the ground for refusal is in relation to a licensing objective, the Board must 
specify the objective in question.   
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