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Summary 
 
This Committee is invited to homologate the Council’s response to the Scottish 
Government’s consultation on The Roads Works (Inspection Fees) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2015 as contained in Appendix A of the report. 
         
 

1. Introduction 
 

1.1  Transport Scotland is undertaking a consultation (See Appendices B & C) to 
determine the level of inspection fee that a Roads Authority would charge 
Statutory Undertaker’s for inspection of works in the public road.  The fee for 
2014/15 is set at £36. 
 

1.2  The Council has a statutory duty to maintain and manage the public road. This 
includes a requirement to undertake inspections of reinstatement and repair 
works undertaken by Statutory Undertakers to maintain and replace equipment 
placed in the road. 
 

1.3 The performance of a Roads Authority in undertaking inspections is monitored 
nationally by the Office of the Road Works Commissioner.  The Road Works 
Commissioner can take action against poorly performing Authorities if 
necessary. 
 

1.4 The Council is currently reorganising its method of inspections and inspection 
fee administration to maximize recovery. 
 

1.5 Historically a single fee has been applied for the whole of Scotland, based 
upon average cost.  This has tended to lend to an under recovery of costs for 
the more rural Roads Authorities where inspections can incur high travelling 
times. 
 

1.6 The Road and Utilities Committee (Scotland), consisting of Senior Officer 
representatives of the Roads Authorities and Statutory Undertakers has been 
asked by the Road Works Commissioner to set up a Fee Working Group to 
report on the appropriate level of fee for 2015, mechanism for future increases 
and the next review date.  An officer from the Council is one of the 6 members 
of the Fee Working Group. 
 

1.7 Advice from Transport Scotland and the Office of the Road Works 
Commissioner is that a dual fee system would introduce additional 



administration costs to Statutory undertakers. 
 

2 Consultation response 
  

2.1 The Council’s response to the Consultation is enclosed in Appendix A. 
 

3. Implications 
 

3.1 There are no known resource; legal; equalities; climate change/carbon clever; 
risk, Gaelic or rural implications arising directly from this report. 
 

 
Recommendations 
 
The Committee is invited to homologate the Council’s response to the Scottish 
Government’s consultation on The Road Works (Inspection Fees) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2015. 
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Date: 
8 August 2014 

 
THE ROAD WORKS (INSPECTION FEES) (SCOTLAND) AMENDMENT REGULATIONS 2015 
 
We are seeking your views on what the appropriate level of inspection fee should be in 2015, 
which would be charged in certain circumstances by Scottish road authorities for utility road 
reinstatements they inspect. The current fee is £36 per inspection. 
 
The proposed instrument, if required,  would  be being made under section 112A(4) of the New 
Roads and Street Works Act 1991.   
 
The current inspection fee regime  which came into force on 1 April 2014 through the  Road 
Works (Inspection Fees) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2014 and will remain in force until 
another amendment or Regulation is made.  We would like your views, supported by evidence 
where possible, on whether the fee should remain the same for 2015, or if not, what an 
appropriate level of inspection fee might be, and what the financial implications of any change 
would be for your organisation or business?. 
 
Please send any comments you have to me at the email address above or by post to 2D(N) 
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ.  The closing date for responses is 3 November 2014.  
Your response must be returned along with the Respondent Information Form as this will 
ensure your response is treated appropriately and reflects your permission or otherwise to 
publish your comments. 
 
This consultation, and all other Transport Scotland consultation exercises, can be viewed online 
on the consultation web pages of the Transport Scotland website at: 
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/ 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
JOANNE GRAY 
Regional Transport Policy Team 

http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/
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