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Summary 
 
Following resignations from the Caithness Local Access Forum and the Inverness 
and Nairn Local Access Forum, this report invites Committee to consider and 
approve new Forum members required to maintain representative Local Access Fora 
in these areas.  
 
Nominations for the Caithness Local Access Forum were considered by the 
Caithness and Sutherland Area Committee at its September meeting.  Members for 
Wards 13-21 have recently been consulted on the nominations for the Inverness and 
Nairn Local Access Forum.  In each case the nominations attached (appendices 1-4) 
have been recommended for approval by the Planning, Development and 
Infrastructure Committee.   
 
Committee is invited to consider and approve the appointment of members to the 
Caithness and the Inverness and Nairn Local Access Fora recommended by, 
respectively, the Caithness and Sutherland Area Committee and the Members for 
Wards 13-21. 
 
 

1. Background 
 

1.1 Local Access Fora were formed in 2005 in response to the requirements of the 
Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003. The Caithness and Inverness and Nairn 
Local Access Fora are two of six in the Highland Council area. 
 

1.2 Local Access Fora advise the Highland Council on countryside access issues. 
They provide assistance in dispute resolution in relation to the exercise of 
access rights, the delineation and existence of rights of way and the drawing 
up of core path plans. Fora also have the facility to form sub groups to carry 
out specific investigations or to co-opt specialist advisers. 
 

1.3 The maximum number of Forum members is 9 plus 2 Councillors. Access Fora 
must have a balanced representation with 3 nominees selected from each of 
the following categories:  
 

• Land managers – estate owners, farmers, crofters, foresters   



• Access users – walkers, cyclists, horse riders, canoeists    
• Community groups – community councils, environmental organisations, 

local path development groups 
 

 The Council, via the Planning Development and Infrastructure Committee, 
appoints members to Access Fora. 
 

1.4 Members of Access Fora are entitled to claim travel and out of pocket 
expenses, which are paid by the Council. 
 

2. New member nominations 
 

2.1 Recent resignations from the Caithness Access Forum and the Inverness and 
Nairn Forum have created vacancies in the following areas: 

• Land Managers – 2  
• Access Users – 2  

 
2.2 The following have been recommended by the Caithness and Sutherland Area 

Committee to fill vacancies in the Caithness Local Access Forum: 
• Land Managers – Mrs Islay J. W. MacLeod. 
• Access Users – Mrs Carol Graham. 

 
2.3 Nomination forms for both are appended to this report (Appendix 1 and 2). 

Committee is invited to consider and approve these Area Committee 
recommendations. 
 

2.4 The following have been recommended by Members of Wards 13-21 to fill 
vacancies in the Inverness and Nairn Local Access Forum: 

• Land Managers – Mr Iain Pocock 
• Access Users – Mr John McGlade 

 
2.5 Nomination forms for both are appended to this report (Appendix 3 and 4). 

Committee is invited to consider and approve these Ward Member 
recommendations. 
 

3. Implications 
 

3.1 Resource implications  
There are no additional resource implications attached to this report. Local 
Access Fora are funded by the Development and Infrastructure Service from 
within existing resources. 
 

3.2 Legal implications  
There are no legal implications arising from this report. The Highland Council 
as Access Authority is required to establish and maintain at least one Local 
Access Forum. This paper seeks to maintain appropriate representation on 
two Access Fora.  
 

3.3 Equalities implications  
Membership of the Access Forum is open to all those who qualify within one of 



the three membership categories (Para 1.3 above). 
 

3.4 Climate Change/Carbon Clever implications 
Forum members are encouraged to share transport to meetings and when site 
meetings are necessary an appropriate vehicle is hired to transport all forum 
members to the site. 
 

3.5 Risk implications  
There are no risk implications attached to this report. 
 

3.6 Rural implications  
The Access Forum advises on access provision in rural and urban areas. 

 
Recommendation 
Committee is invited to consider and approve the appointment of members to the 
Caithness and the Inverness and Nairn Local Access Fora as recommended by, 
respectively, the Caithness and Sutherland Area Committee and the Members for 
Wards 13-21. 
 
 
Designation:  Director of Development and Infrastructure 
 
Date:   13th October 2014 
 
Author:  George Hamilton, Head of Environment and Economic 

Development (Ext 2252) 
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