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Summary 
 
This report provides the information requested at Council on the 30 October 2014 
relating to policy on the display of election posters. Members are invited to NOTE the 
report. 
 
 
1.  Background 

 
1.1.  At the Council meeting on 30th October 2014 Members AGREED that a report 

would be submitted to the next Council meeting to include information on the 
practices of other Councils in Scotland and that this report should also include 
input from the Police Service and indicate what expenditure had been incurred 
by the Council during the course of the Referendum with regard to the display 
of election posters. 
 

1.2.  The Council has a policy that allows and regulates the display of election 
campaign posters on items of street furniture, such as lighting columns, on 
roads for which it is the Roads Authority and this is reproduced at 
Appendix A. 
 

1.3.  Transport Scotland as Roads Authority for Trunk Roads does not allow 
election campaign posters to be put up on these roads. 
 

2.  Situation 
 

2.1.  Research into election poster policy across Scotland carried out by North 
Lanarkshire Council a few years ago has been refreshed very recently. While 
the full picture has not yet been confirmed, and noting that a couple of 
authorities are reconsidering their own policies, we have preliminary results as 
presented in Appendix B.  Indications are that between 10 and 12 of the 32 
Scottish Councils will allow posters to be put up at the next election. 
 

2.2.  Information on voter turnout in each authority at the 2012 election is also 
presented in Appendix B. While it will be seen that turnout was generally 
higher in 2012 where Council policies currently allow posters on street 
furniture, it must be noted that there are many factors which influence voter 
turnout and it would be overly simplistic to offer any analysis of the link 



between poster policy and turnout on this evidence alone. 
 

2.3.  Election agents are responsible for removing their posters within 7 days of the 
election and experience is that posters are in the main removed within that 
timescale. There is rarely any issue and removal of posters and ties by Council 
staff is in any case not prioritised ahead of day to day work.  
 

2.4.  The local Police Commander has advised that there are no issues for the 
Police in the Highland area associated with the display of election posters. 
 

2.5.  The Council’s cost recording systems do not include specific analysis codes to 
which time for dealing with election posters can be allocated. Therefore it is 
not possible to indicate what expenditure has been incurred in this respect. 
However Members can be assured that the costs are insignificant. 
 

3.  Implications 
 

3.1.  There are no resource, legal, Climate change / Carbon Clever, risk, Gaelic or 
rural implications arising from this report.  
 

 
Recommendations 
 

 Members are invited to NOTE the report. 
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APPENDIX B 

 

Council 
Does the council 
currently allow 

posters on street 
furniture? 

Valid vote  
turnout 2012 

% 

Aberdeen City No 33.2 
Aberdeenshire No 36.9 
Angus No 38.7 
Argyll & Bute Yes 45.7 
Clackmannanshire No 40.1 
Dumfries & Galloway No 43.4 
Dundee No 35.8 
East Ayrshire No 38.7 
East Dunbartonshire No 45.2 
East Lothian No 43.5 
East Renfrewshire No 48.2 
Edinburgh, City of No 42.1 
Eilean Siar Yes 52.2 
Falkirk No 37.7 
Fife No 37.4 
Glasgow No 31.6 
Highland Yes 41.1 
Inverclyde Yes 42.9 
Midlothian No 40.1 
Moray No 37.3 
North Ayrshire Yes 38.2 
North Lanarkshire Yes 37.2 
Orkney Islands Yes 50.6 
Perth & Kinross No 43.1 
Renfrewshire Yes 41.7 
Scottish Borders No 41.5 
Shetland Islands Yes 54.2 
South Ayrshire No 42.6 
South Lanarkshire Yes 37.5 
Stirling No 43.8 
West Dunbartonshire Yes 40.1 
West Lothian Yes 41.8 
Councils that permit posters 12 

 Councils that do not permit posters 20 
  


