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Ness Islands Structural Maintenance - Footpaths, Bridges and Riverbanks  
 
Report by the Director of Community Services and Inverness City Manager 
 

Summary 
 
This report provides details of the Detailed Structural Survey undertaken in regard to 
the Ness Islands Footpaths, Bridges and Roads. The report recommends the 
allocation of funds to deliver the work recommended in the Engineer’s report.   Also, 
an additional project is proposed to improve the lighting on a footpath on the west 
bank of the River Ness.  
 
 

1. Background 
 

1.1  The Ness Islands Management Plan 2015 – 2018 was approved by the City of 
Inverness Area Committee on 2nd June 2016. The Plan provides for structural 
surveys of Footpaths, Bridges and Riverbanks to be carried out at 3-yearly (for 
general inspections) and 9-yearly intervals for detailed inspections.   
 

1.2 It was agreed that a further report would be brought back to the Committee 
should additional resources be required for remedial works identified by the 
Inspection Survey. 
 

1.3 
 
 
 
1.4 

The latest detailed inspection survey was undertaken in 2016 and the 
summary sheets of the Engineers report are attached as Appendix 1 to this 
report. 
 
A likely overspend of £22,000 from the Inverness Common Good Fund to deal 
with the urgent issues to riverbanks and footpaths in the current financial year 
was reported to the City of Inverness Area Committee Meeting on 3 December 
2015. 
 

2. Proposed Work Programme 2016/17  
 

  
2.1  This report seeks approval to complete the work recommended in the 

Engineer’s report in 2016/17. These works comprise various repairs and other 
improvements including: 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.2 
 
 
 
 
2.3        
 
 
 
 
 

Bridge re-enforcement, decking 
replacement & Painting 

 £157,000 [Estimated Cost] 

Riverbank maintenance by installing 
Gabian baskets, backfilling & turfing 
Over 

£ 22,000 [Estimated Cost] 

Repairing potholes, levelling paths, 
Balustrade repairs  

£ 20,000 [Estimated cost] 

 
 
During 2016 the Council received a suggestion from a member of the public to 
install lighting at the footpath from the General’s Well Bridge leading towards 
the Fishermen's Carpark.  The Area Lighting has investigated optional ways to 
install lighting (see Appendix 2).    
 
If the Committee wished to agree to this suggestion the work could be 
delivered in addition to and coordinated with the planned work outlined above. 
The options were considered by local members at the Inverness West Ward 
business meeting and their recommendation is to implement Option 2. 
 

  
3.  Implications 

 
 

3.1 Resources Following market testing a budget cost estimate to complete all of 
the work recommended in the Detailed Inspection report is £199.000. This 
includes the work planned for the remainder of the financial year. The 
additional work to install new lighting on the footpath by the River ness would 
cost either £28,000 or £26,000 depending on the chosen option. 

   
3.2 Legal: All Contract and Standing Order requirements will be complied with.  

There are no known specific equality implications resulting from this report.  
 
There are no known climate change/carbon clever implications resulting from 
this report. 
 
Risk is managed through regular review and reporting to allow corrective 
action to be taken if necessary. 
 
There are no Gaelic implications arising from this report. 
 
There are no rural implications arising from this report. 



Recommendation 
 
Members are asked to: 
 

1. Note the contents and recommendations of the Summary of the Engineer’s 
detailed inspection report. 
 

2. Decide on the preferred option, if any, for a lighting installation on the footpath 
 

3. Agree a budget of either £227,000 or £225,000 to complete all of the work 
proposed in this report 
 

 
 
 
Designation:   Community Services Area Manager and Ward Manager 
 
Date:    18 February 2016 
 
Authors:   Tracey Urry, Community Services, Inverness 
                                Stewart Wardlaw, Ward Manager 
 
 

Background Papers:  

1. City of Inverness Area Committee Ness Islands Management Plan: 

http://www.highland.gov.uk/meetings/meeting/3504/city_of_inverness_area_c

ommittee 

 

2. City of Inverness Area Committee Inverness Common Good Fund Financial 

Monitoring.  

http://www.highland.gov.uk/meetings/meeting/3604/city_of_inverness_area_ 

committee 
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