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1Tem & cofFRP.

Meeting: Area Childcare Partnership Meeting
Location: Lochaber House
Date & Time Friday 27 November 2015

Attendees Present:

Apologies:

13:0Chrs

Isaac Willtamson W (Childcare & Family Resource Officer) & Chair, Carole
Graham CG {Kilmallie Playgroup}, Lia Hunter LH {Principal Teacher of Pre-school),
Cameron Sprague CS (Team Leader, Stramash), Margaret Standen MS
{Community Early Years Practitioner), Moira MacKenzie MM (Health Visitor),
Anne Marie Campbell AC (ICP)

TOPICS DISCUSSED / ACTIONS AGREED:

Sam Brogan, Georgina Green, Xaren Coltart, Sarah Eldrid, Gerard Storey

Item

Action Agreed

Person(s)
Responsible

Due Date

Welcome
IW welcomed everybody. Previous minutes of 18 September

2015 —after amendments to section 5 (CG) & 9 {LH) agreed as a
true record.

Standing ltems Update:

New Schools pre-schools progress

Gaelic and Lundavra schools are up and running. Caol school is
on track.

Feedback from staff, pupils and parents is very positive in
respect of the new schools and their facilities.

ttis proposed that the Gaelic and Lundavra schools will be used
for holding baby massage sessions (up to 2 months), which are
organized by the Health Visitor Team. A toddler group drop in
session (blocks of 6 sassions) is also being proposed for
identified families. This is a trial and aimed at 18 months to 3
years. It is hoped that a similar sessfon can be undertaken in
Acharacle& Kilchoan,

MM will send
invite to W

New Schootl childcare opportunities {wrap around and out of

school) both main strearm and Gaelic— progress

Expansion of 600 hours propress

2 year old funded placements uptake are still low in Lochaber.
Parents would qualify if they are on benefits. Uptake is higher
in ather areas. [t was requested that parents are made aware
of this funding to try to improve numbers. It was highlighted
that members are not able to accommodate 2 year olds
(Kilmallie Hall does not have suitable additional space) despite
them having received engquiries.

IW will look to see if there is any existing appropriate literature
(leaflets) or for something to he made up that could be used to
help promote the 2 year old funding placements.
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it was suggested that Health Visitors could possibly reinforce
the message to parents at the child’s 12 maonth check. ideally, a
simple flyer handed to parents at this stage.

Another suggestion was to place the infarmation on the
Highland Information Trail. W will liaise with Susan Russel,
Principal Nursing Officer regarding this.

Existing Group Provision, Inverlochy ~ progress on uptake
Numbers are continuing to remain healthy during term time.

Childminding — general update on where provision is, gaps etc.
Fort Augustus has come on stream and there is availability for
funded 2 year old places.

IW will send an up to date Registered Child Minders list to all
groups including AMC at JCP.

CALA — family support — services/arrangements

incredible Years Programme
Disappointing uptake in Fort Willlam, though there are 7
Interested children in Fort Augustus, There is a possibility of
perhaps opening up the age criteria to between 2 and 8 years
of age {with 3 to 5 year olds being given priority), though this
would need to be approved.

Round Table Feedback from Service Providars:

Stramash currently has 63 children on their roll with another 4
enquiries. They have 1 funded 2 year old place. Their 2 year old
places are capped at 10,

Get Britain Werking Initiative

AMC asked if mambers would be interested in supporting the
above Programme by giving individuals work experience to help
them obtain skills they need to help them get back in to work.
Some interest was expressed; also child minders/toddler
groups/fActive Schools and schools could be contacted directly
to see whether there would be anything suitable for example in
the out of school clubs, [t was suggested that this be raised as
an agenda point at the next meeting,

AMC enquired if there was any funding available for parents ta
accommodate their children with a child minder whilst they
attended training (approx. 25 — 30 hours per week} in respect
of the “Get Britain Working” campaign.

10.

Budget:

W would encourage applications for funding requests as there
is still around £50K unallocated in this current financial year. To
date Lochaber has only requested some £10.5K.

W will send
a funding
application to
all members

Date of Next meeting — To be advised.
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