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Summary 
 
This Report relates to an application for the grant of a licence under The Riding 
Establishments Acts 1964 and 1970. 

 
1.0  Background 
 
1.1 In terms of the Riding Establishments Acts 1964, no person shall keep a riding 

establishment except under the authority of a licence granted under the Act.  A 
person keeping a riding establishment shall be regarded as keeping it at the 
premises where the horses employed for the purposes of the business concerned 
are kept.   
 

1.2 A Riding Establishment is regarded as the carrying on of a business of keeping 
horses for either or both of the following:  the purpose of their being let out on hire 
for riding; or the purpose of their being used in providing, in return for payment, 
instruction in riding.   
 

1.3 The Council, as Licensing Authority must ensure that the applicant appears to them 
to be suitable and qualified, either by experience in the management of horses or 
by being the holder of an approved certificate or by employing in the management 
of the riding establishment a person so qualified.   
 

1.4 Furthermore, the Council must ensure that the health, safety and wellbeing of the 
horses is protected in various respects as set out in the legislation.  The Council 
must obtain a report from a veterinary surgeon authorised to carry out inspections 
advising whether in the view of the veterinary surgeon the premises are suitable for 
use as a riding establishment and describing the condition of the premises and the 
horses found there. 

  
2.0 Description of application 
 
2.1 Mrs Shelagh Veronica Sharman had applied for the grant of a licence to operate a 

Riding Establishment at Glenancross Farm, Morar, PH40 4PD. The proposed 
number of horses for licensing purposes is 8. 
 
 
 

2.2 Following receipt of the application, the following agencies were consulted:- 
 



 

 

 Police Scotland 
 Scottish Fire and Rescue Service 
 Scottish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SSPCA) 
 Ward 12 Members 
 Specialist veterinary surgeon 

 
2.3 The consultation response deadline date is 3 May 2016.  So far responses, with no 

objections have been received from Police Scotland, and Scottish Fire and Rescue.  
The SSPCA is yet to reply. 
 

2.4 A joint visit between the veterinary surgeon and Environmental Health is scheduled 
to take place on Thursday 12 May 2016 which was the earliest date which was 
mutually suitable.   
 

2.5 Councillor Henderson has requested that the application should go to the full 
licensing committee for determination. 
 

2.6 Environmental Health will provide a verbal update on the outcome of the joint visit 
and consultation responses to the Committee. 

 
3.0 Determining Issues 
 
3.1 Section 1(4) of the 1964 Act allows a local authority the discretion to withhold a 

licence on any grounds. Planning legislation is not a material issue in the 
consideration of a licence application. The Act, unsurprisingly for its age, does not 
state what the general objective of the legislation is but from its terms it would 
appear to relate to the welfare of horses and perhaps the welfare of customers. Any 
reasons for refusal should relate to this and the matters detailed in section 1(4) of 
the Act which can be summarised as the suitability and qualification of the applicant 
and the welfare of horses. 

 
3.2 It also states that in determining whether to grant a licence, the authority have 

regard to certain issues relating to the welfare of the horses and that the licence 
holder possess a valid certificate of insurance. This has been produced by the 
applicant. 
 

3.3 A licence, if granted, would relate to the year in which it is granted or to the next 
following year. In the former case, the licence would come into force at the 
beginning of the day on which it is granted, and in the latter case it would come into 
force at the beginning of the next following year. 
 

3.4 In any case where the local authority are not satisfied that having regard to all the 
circumstances they would be justified in granting such licence they may grant a 
provisional licence which shall come into force at the beginning of the day on which 
it is granted and shall remain in force for three months.  
 
 

3.5 Section 1(5) of the 1964 Act states that any person aggrieved by the refusal of a 
local authority to grant such a licence, or by any condition subject to which such a 
licence is proposed to be granted, may appeal to the Sheriff who may on such an 
appeal give such directions with respect to the issue of a licence or, as the case 



 

 

may be, with respect to the conditions subject to which a licence is to be granted as 
he thinks proper. 
 

4.0 Timescale 
 
4.1 The acts do not specify a timescale within which to determine an application. 
 
5.0 Powers 

 
5.1 The Committee may grant a full licence subject to the standard conditions, in which 

case it would last a year; grant a provisional licence lasting for three months or 
refuse the application. 
 

5.2 If minded to grant the licence, the Committee may attach such reasonable 
conditions, in addition to the standard conditions, as they think fit. 

 
 
6.  Recommendation 
 
The Committee is invited to determine the application in accordance with the 
Council’s Hearings Procedure.  
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