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Summary 
 

This report asks Members to homologate the response that the Highland Council 
submitted to the UK Government Public Consultation on the BBC Royal Charter 
Review; specifically the section relating to Scottish Gaelic Broadcasting. 
 

 
1. 
 
1.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.2 
 
 
2. 
 
2.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. 
 
3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Background 
 
On June 22 2015, The Chief Executive of MG ALBA contacted the Chair of 
the Gaelic Implementation Group, and both the Chief Executive and the 
Director of Care and Learning in relation to submitting a response to the 
Director General of the BBC Lord Tony Hall and the Chair of the BBC Trust 
Rona Fairhead urging the BBC to ensure that under the new Charter 
audiences in Scotland get a fairer deal regarding the future of the BBC 
especially in relation to the case for supporting and developing Gaelic 
Broadcasting. 
 

All responses had to be submitted to the Director General and the Chair of 
the BBC Trust by 15 July 2016 
 

Documents 
 
The UK Government will publish two draft documents which will set the 
framework for the BBC for the next 11 years: 
 

 The BBC Charter; and 

 BBC Agreement which is an agreement between Government and the 
BBC. 

  
Gaelic broadcasting 
  
The future of Gaelic broadcasting needs policy promises: 
  

 That there will be a BBC television channel and a BBC radio station in 
Gaelic; 

 That the Gaelic TV channel should be properly resourced, with the 
BBC showing parity of esteem for the two indigenous languages 
channels which it supports - BBC ALBA (Gaelic) and S4C (Wales); 
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 That the BBC will provide at least 10 hours per week of high quality 
programmes for BBC ALBA, just as it does for S4C; and 

 That the BBC’s funding of BBC ALBA will be a corporate commitment, 
and not a funding item to be found from BBC Scotland’s already 
stretched budget.   

 

Response  
 
Appendix 1 attached, is the response submitted by the Council Leader and 
the Chairperson of the Gaelic Implementation Group. 
 
Appendix 2 attached, is the response received from the Chairperson of the 
BBC Trust.  
 
Appendix 3 attached, is the response received from Lord Hall the Director 
General of the BBC Trust. 
 
Implications 
 
There are no implications associated with this report at present. 

  

Recommendation 
 

The Group is invited to:- 
 

(i) Agree to homologate the response at Appendix 1; and 
(ii) note the responses at Appendix 2 received from the Chairperson of the BBC 

Trust and Appendix 3 from Lord Hall the Director General of the BBC Trust. 
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