
 
The Highland Council 

 
Agenda 
Item 7 

Audit and Scrutiny Committee – 2 March 2017 Report 
No AS/5/17 

 
Inspection Report – Covert Surveillance 
 
Report by Depute Chief Executive and Director of Corporate Development  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Background 
 
1.1 Highland Council was inspected on 3rd November 2016 by the Office of 

Surveillance Commissioner (OSC) regarding the Council’s compliance 
with legislation covering the use of covert surveillance including the 
Regulation of Investigatory Powers (Scotland) 2000 (RIP(S)A). 

 
1.2 The inspection was part of a programme undertaken by OSC of all local 

authorities in the UK.  The previous inspection was undertaken in June 
2013. 

 
1.3 This report details the findings and recommendations arising from the 

inspection.  A full copy of the Inspection Report is detailed in Appendix 1. 
 
2. Summary of Findings and Recommendations 
 
2.1 The OSC reported that the Council continues to be a modest user of 

covert surveillance and consequently of the RIP(S)A authorisation 
process. Further there has been a positive response from the Council to 
the previous Inspection Report and its recommendations, which had all 
been discharged in full. 

 
2.2 The Inspection Report identified a number of areas of strength in the way 

that Highland Council manages the RIP(S)A process and complies with 
the legislation.  These include: 

 
a) A clearly appointed and knowledgeable Senior Responsible Officer 
(Depute Chief Executive)  
b) Policies and procedures in place with trained staff and a regular 
programme of training and awareness for key personnel. 

 
3. Recommendations 
 
3.1 The OSC recommended that:- 
 

SUMMARY 
 
This report details the outcomes of a recent inspection of covert surveillance by the 
Office of the Surveillance Commissioner.  The Commissioner has concluded that 
the Council had responded positively to the previous inspection report and that all 
recommendations had been discharged fully.  The report identifies areas of best 
practice undertaken by the Council and makes recommendations for further 
improvement. 



                i)  the Council should put procedures in place to report matters of RIP(S)A 
policy to elected members in accordance with the Covert Surveillance and 
Property Interference Code of Practice.. 

 
 ii) Applications for directed surveillance should provide the authorising 

officer with an assessment of the actual collateral intrusion risks which are 
inherent in the activity being authorised. 

 
 iii) When granting an authorisation for directed surveillance authorising 

officers should be specific with regards to whom directed surveillance is to 
be conducted against, the nature of the directed surveillance being 
authorised and the locations where known, where directed surveillance 
may take place. 

 
3.2 The recommendations of the OSC have been considered by the Council’s 

Senior Responsible Officer and members of the RIP(S)A Management 
Group. It is recommended that the comments of the OSC are noted and 
the recommendations are accepted in full. The recommendations will be 
discharged by introducing regular biannual reporting to the Council’s Audit 
and Scrutiny Committee and undertaking a review of the current policies 
and procedures.  

 
4. Implications 
 
4.1 RESOURCES – There are no resource implications arising directly from 

this report.  
 
4.2 LEGAL – The OSC Report raises no issues regarding the Council’s 

compliance with legislation governing covert surveillance. 
 
4.3 EQUALITIES AND CLIMATE CHANGE/CARBON CLEVER/RURAL – The 

OSC Report does not raise any issues relating to equalities, rural or 
climate change/Carbon Clever. 

 
4.4 RISKS – There are no risks identified in the report and delivery of the 

recommendations will ensure that the Council continues to comply with 
the legislation in dealing with covert surveillance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Designation: Depute Chief Executive 
 
Date:  15 February 2017 
 

 Recommendation 
 
The Committee is asked to: 
 

i) Note the findings and recommendations of the OSC Inspection Report as 
detailed in Section 3 of this Report; 

ii) Agree that the recommendations be accepted and fully implemented. 
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