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(Scotland) Act 2005 
 
Strontian Stores, Strontian, Acharacle, Argyll, PH36 4HZ 
 
Report by the Clerk to the Licensing Board  
  
Summary 
 
This report relates to an application for a major variation of premises licence by Mr 
Alasdair MacLean. 
 
  
1.0 Description of premises 

 
1.1 The premises is located in the village of Strontian on the Ardnamurchan 

peninsula. The premises currently operates as a rural grocer’s shop with off-
sale facilities. 
  

2.0 Current operating hours 
 

2.1 The premises currently enjoys the following operating hours: 
 
Off sales: 
 
Monday to Saturday: 1000 hours to 1800 hours 
Sunday: 1000 hours to 1600 hours 
 

3.0 Summary of variation application  
 

3.1 Variation sought 
 
The applicant seeks to vary the premises licence as follows:- 

 (1) Extend footprint of premises to include Café Sunart 

(2) Provide on and off sale facilities within Café Sunart 

(3) Include additional activities within operating plan as follows: 

 Restaurant facilities; receptions; club or other group meetings; music, 
live performances, dance facilities and outdoor drinking facilities. 



  

 (4) Revise name of premises to “Strontian Stores and Café Sunart” 

 (5) Revise description of premises to reflect operation of the premises as 
follows:  

“The premises will comprise of a local convenience store with adjoining 
café known as Café Sunart. The café may take occasional bookings for 
functions/parties if the opportunity arises. For operational purposes this 
will mean that the counter/servery is to be construed as such until 1800 
hours and thereafter, will operate as a bar counter for the purpose of the 
Boards Policy.” 

(6) Revise capacity of premises to 40 persons (Café only) 

(7) Revise on and off-sale operating hours as follows:  

 Monday to Sunday inclusive:  

Off Sales : 1000 hours to 2200 hours   
On Sales : 1100 hours to 0100 hours    

  
4.0 Background 

 
4.1 On 20 June 2017 the Licensing Board received an application for a major 

variation of a premises licence from Alasdair MacLean. 
 

4.2 
  

The application was publicised during the period 28 June 2017 until 19 July 
2017 and confirmation that the site notice was displayed has been received. 
 
Due to a change of property name, a neighbouring property did not receive the 
requisite neighbour notification.  This matter was subsequently resolved and the 
neighbour was duly notified and given a further 21 days, namely until 31 July 
2017, within which to lodge an objection or representation.  A verbal update will 
be given at the meeting as to whether any objection/representation has been 
received. 
 

4.3 
  

In accordance with standard procedure, Police Scotland, the Scottish Fire & 
Rescue Service and the Council’s Community Services (Environmental Health) 
and Planning and Building Standards were consulted on the application. 
 
No objections/representations have been received.  
 

4.4 Notification of the application was also sent to NHS Highland and the local 
Community Council. 
 

4.5 Further to this publication and consultation process, the following timeous 
notices of objection/representation/support have been received and are 
appended: 
 

1. E-mail from Sunart Community Council dated 18 July 2017 indicating that 
the Community Council support the application; 



  

2. Objection from Mr Eric McVicar dated 10 July 2017; 
3. Letter of support from Mr James Cameron dated 10 July 2017; 
4. Letter of objection/representation dated 18 July 2017 from Peter and 

Janice MacKinnon; 
 5. E-mail from residents of Strontian dated 19 July supporting the 

application. 
 

4.6 The applicant and the objectors/supporters have been invited to attend the 
hearing. All have been advised of the hearings procedure which will be followed 
at the meeting and which may also be viewed via the following link:  
 
http://highland.gov.uk/hlb_hearings 
 

5.0 Legislation 
 

5.1 The Licensing Board must in considering and determining the application, 
consider whether any grounds of refusal apply and if none of them applies, the 
Board must grant the application. 
 

 Relevant grounds of refusal may be: -  
 
1.     the grant of the application will be inconsistent with one or more of the 

licensing objectives; 
 

 2.      having regard to (i) the nature of the activities carried on or proposed to be 
carried on in the subject premises, (ii) the location, character and condition 
of the premises, and (iii) the persons likely to frequent the premises, the 
Board considers the premises are unsuitable for use for the sale of alcohol 
in accordance with the proposed variation;  

 
 3.    that the Board considers that, if the application were to be granted, there 

would, as a result, be overprovision of licensed premises, or licensed 
premises of the same or similar description as the subject premises, in the 
locality. 

 
5.2 The Board only has power either to grant the application and make a variation 

of the conditions to which the licence is subject or to refuse the application. 
 

 If the Board refuses the application, the Board must specify the ground for 
refusal and if the ground for refusal relates to a licensing objective, the Board 
must specify the objective in question. 
 

6.0 Licensing Standards Officer 
  
6.1 
 
 
 

Licensing history 
 
The premises were granted a premises licence on 1st September 2009 and 
operate as a rural grocer’s shop with off-sales hours of 1000 to 1800 hrs 
Monday to Saturday and 1000 to 1600 hrs on a Sunday.  



  

6.2 
 

The LSO has provided the following comments:- 

  Following an expansion of the business and a review of trading hours the 
applicant has added a café with some outdoor seating to the existing 
shop premises. The café will trade under the name Café Sunart and it 
shares an access with the shop 

 
  In addition to routine café business the premises are suitable for catering 

for small functions. The proposed activities and services will allow 
opportunities for additional business and are reasonable and appropriate 
for this type of operation. 

 
  The licensed hours sought are within Board policy for on and off-sales. 

 
  The terms of entry for children and young persons are appropriate for the 

operation of a café until 1800 hrs after which time the servery may 
operate as a bar counter.  
 
Sales of alcohol are not restricted only to persons taking a meal on the 
premises. After 1800 hrs all children must be accompanied by a suitable, 
appropriate adult and are not permitted on the premises after 2200 hrs 
unless consuming a meal or attending a function.  

 
  I attended a meeting of the local Community Council on 17 July 2017 

when there was discussion on the application. I also spoke in private with 
some residents who raised some concerns about the potential for noise 
nuisance arising from music on the premises.  

 
  I discussed the matter with the applicant who is content that the 

proposed special conditions are proportionate and I have also provided 
him with a “Noise management Checklist” for his guidance. 

 
  I have also made contact with some individuals who had expressed 

some concerns and understand that they are broadly satisfied that the 
conditions go some way to addressing them. 
 

  I am satisfied that the applicant has given full consideration to the 
licensing objectives and I have no cause to object to the grant of the 
premises licence. 

 
6.3 The LSO has no objections nor wishes to make representations in respect of 

this application. 
 

7.0 
 

HLB local policies 
 

7.1 The following policies are relevant to the application:- 
 
(1) Highland Licensing Board Policy Statement 2013-18 
(2) Highland Licensing Board Equality Strategy 
 



  

8.0 Conditions 
 

8.1 
 
 
 
 

Mandatory conditions 
 
If the application is approved the mandatory conditions set out in Schedule 3 of 
the Act will apply. 

8.2 
 

Local conditions 
 
There are no existing local conditions but the following local conditions are now 
recommended:   

  
 a. Children under the age of 16 are excluded from any room where there is 

a bar counter after 2200 hours except during private functions or for the 
purpose of viewing live entertainment or where the child is in the room for 
the purpose of taking a meal.  This condition does not apply to any child 
who is in the bar solely for the purpose of passing to or from some other 
part of the premises being a part to or from which there is no other 
convenient means of access or egress. 
 

 b. Whilst in any room with a bar counter all children must be in the company 
of, or supervised by an appropriate responsible adult.  This condition 
does not apply to children of the licence holder or children who are 
resident on the premises. 

 
 c. Notwithstanding conditions (a) and (b) children must not sit or remain at 

the bar counter at any time. 
 

 e. After 2200 hours alcoholic or non-alcoholic drinks shall not be consumed 
in an outdoor drinking area. 

 
 i. Any music or live performance will cease at 2400 hours. 

 
8.3 
 

Special conditions 
 
Given the objections/representations which have been received, the Board may 
wish to consider attaching the following special conditions: 
  

1.       No amplification of live music or of other live entertainment is permitted on 
the premises.  

  
 

2.       No live or recorded music shall be provided in the outdoor drinking area.   



  

Recommendation 
 
The Board is invited to determine the above application and if minded to grant the 
application, to agree the proposed local and special conditions detailed at paras. 8.2 
and 8.3 above.  
 
If the Board is minded to refuse the application, the Board must specify the ground 
for refusal and if the ground for refusal is in relation to a licensing objective, the Board 
must specify the objective in question.  
 
 
Reference:  HC/RSL/0477 
Date:  21 July 2017 
Author: SB/JT 
Background Papers: The Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005/Application Form. 
 
Appendices :  
 

1. E-mail from Sunart Community Council dated 18 July 2017 indicating that the 
Community Council support the application; 

2. Objection from Mr Eric McVicar dated 10 July 2017; 
3. Letter of support from Mr James Cameron dated 10 July 2017; 
4. Letter of objection/representation dated 18 July 2017 from Peter and Janice 

MacKinnon; 
5. E-mail from residents of Strontian dated 19 July supporting the application. 

 


























