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1. 

 
Purpose/Executive Summary 

 
 
1.1 
 
 
 
 

 
This Report seeks Members’ agreement to conduct a statutory consultation proposing 
the establishment of a Gaelic Medium (GM) catchment area for Ullapool Primary 
School. 

2. Recommendations 
 

2.1 Members are asked to agree to proceed to statutory consultation, on the basis of the 
Proposal attached to this Report. 

 
 

  



3. Background 
 

3.1 There are 171 currently operational primary schools in Highland, of which 20 currently 
offer Gàidhlig Medium Education (GME).   
 

3.2 The current arrangements under which pupils access GME are not particularly well 
defined, and have evolved over time. Most schools do not have defined catchment 
areas for GME, and current policy in such cases is to provide transport “within 
reasonable travelling distance”. This is often interpreted as meaning up to 15 miles, but 
there are variations and distances travelled are often longer. 
 

4. The Statutory Guidance 
 

4.1 On 1 February 2017 Bòrd na Gàidhlig issued new Statutory Guidance on GME.  The 
Guidance includes a recommendation that local authorities should establish catchment 
areas for schools that offer GME, and that these catchment areas would normally 
overlay a number of English Medium catchment areas. A catchment area for GME 
provision should be an area in which the education authority thinks it is reasonable for 
pupils wishing to receive GME provision to travel to school, and should have the 
potential to attract parents to choose GME provision for their children. 
 

4.2 The establishment of GM catchment areas is subject to statutory consultation under the 
Schools (Consultation) Act Scotland 2010.  These are resource intensive exercises, not 
only for Highland Council but also for Education Scotland, who have to appoint an 
Inspector to assess each proposal.  The Council has been progressing statutory 
consultations to establish GME catchments across those locations in Highland 
currently offering GME.  It is necessary to stagger the exercise given the volume of 
GME provision, and other statutory consultations to be progressed.  Further proposals 
will be brought to future Committees, covering other areas. 
 

5. Ullapool Primary 
 

5.1 Ullapool Primary School has offered GME since 1993, and is the only primary school 
within the Associated School Group to do so.  Most pupils who have attended GME 
have been from within the Ullapool Primary School catchment itself, but some have 
attended from Achiltibuie and from Badcaul.  Pupils who have travelled from distance 
have used the existing transport to Ullapool High School. The Proposal Paper to be 
issued for consultation (Appendix 1) confirms these arrangements. 
 

5.2 The Proposal Paper sets out the suggested GM catchment for Ullapool Primary.  If 
implemented, the proposal would provide entitlement to GME for pupils across 5 
existing English Medium catchment areas.  The proposed GM catchment excludes the 
English Medium catchment for Scoraig Primary. It is not practicable to provide daily 
travel between Ullapool and Scoraig, owing to the remoteness of the Scoraig 
Peninsula. 
 

6. Implications 
 

6.1 Resource - The Proposal seeks to maximise access to GME whilst still considering and 
balancing financial implications, particularly with regard to school transport. No 
additional costs are envisaged at present as a result of the proposal. 
 

6.2 Legal - The Proposal will be issued for statutory consultation as required by the 
Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010, It also complies with the provisions for 



school transport set out within the Education (Scotland) Act 1980; with the provisions 
relating to Gaelic Medium Education contained within the Education (Scotland) Act 
2016; and with statutory guidance on the creation of GM catchment areas, issued by 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig. 
 

6.3 Community (Equality, Poverty and Rural) - There are no specific impacts on equality, 
poverty or rural issues, beyond those already considered as part of access to GME. 
 

6.4 Climate Change/Carbon Clever – Since travel to school would be provided by means of 
existing transport, any additional greenhouse gas emissions would be negligible. 
 

6.5 Risk - There are no identified risks arising specifically from this proposal. 
 

6.6 Gaelic - The Proposal, if implemented, would clarify the transport entitlement for 
children accessing Gaelic Medium education at Ullapool Primary School, and would 
maximise the opportunities for children to access such provision, within reason. 
 

  
 
 
Designation:  Director of Care and Learning  
 
Date:             4 October 2018 
 
Authors:        Brian Porter, Head of Resources 
                     Ian Jackson, Education Officer 
 
Background Papers: Appendix 1 – Proposal Paper 

                                 Appendix 2 – Catchment Maps 

 

 
  

 
 






















	Item 16 CLH-47-18
	Item 16 Appendices

