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1 Purpose/Executive Summary 

1.1 This report invites Members to approve the draft Road Traffic Regulation Order ‘The 
Highland Council (Wick) (20mph Speed Limit) Order 2018’ to which there has been 4 
unresolved objections.   

2 Recommendations 

2.1 Members are asked to:- 

i. Note the background to the proposed 20mph speed limit order for Wick and the
representations received;

ii. Approve the making of the Road Traffic Regulation Order, and

iii. Note the intention to carry out after speed counts to determine effectiveness of
the new reduced speed limit.



3 Background 
 

3.1 As part of the Council’s strategy to introduce 20mph speed limits as a measure to 
improve road safety, and provide an environment to encourage walking and cycling, 
plans were drawn up to introduce a 20mph speed limit on various residential streets in 
Wick.  Members approved the implementation of the proposed Wick RTRO at the 
Caithness Committee of 21st February 2018. 
 

3.2 Funding has been allocated for the implementation of this scheme in Wick however 
funding for the wider Council 20mph programme, as set out in the 2nd November 2016 
‘Road Safety Update’ Planning, Development and Infrastructure (PD&I) Committee 
Paper has now ceased. 
 

4 Proposed Road Traffic Regulation Order 
 

4.1 A draft Road Traffic Regulation Order (RTRO) entitled “The Highland Council (Wick) 
(20mph Speed Limit) Order 2018” was prepared.  Details of the draft RTRO are 
contained in:  
Appendix 1 Plan showing the area of the proposed 20mph speed limit. 
Appendix 2 Schedule of roads. 
 

4.2 Plans for the 20mph speed limit scheme on various streets were sent to Ward 
Members in September 2017.  Members were supportive of the proposals.  The 
Emergency Services, Community Council, Freight Transport Association, Highland 
Cycle Campaign and Bus Companies were consulted.  There were no objections from 
any of these bodies.  The proposal was then advertised in the local press and the 
deadline for representations and objections was 2nd January 2019. 
 

5 Representations  
 

5.1 
 
 
 
 

Six representations were received during the consultation period and there is one 
longstanding supporter of the scheme.  In view of the desire to make progress with the 
proposed scheme this report is being brought to the Committee to seek approval for 
making the advertised RTRO. 
 

5.2 Of the six representations received during the consultation period, one representation 
declares support for the proposed 20mph scheme.  The second representation was 
with regards to driver confusion, proliferation of signage, driver distraction and 
effectiveness of the new limit.  Following correspondence with Council Officers the 
objection was withdrawn. 
 

5.3 The final 4 objections were on the grounds of:- 
 

 Giving people a false sense of security, increase in exhaust emissions, 
questioning whether accidents will reduce, questioning necessity, unable to 
obtain a copy of the Authorities Statement of Reasons at Wick Service Point, 
questioning justification for the proposal, breach of Human Rights and finally do 
not feel the proposed limit is justified, will work and it will increase driver 
frustration. 

 
5.4 A summary of the representations and officer comments is set out in the table at 

Appendix 3.  Copies of the representations and communications are provided at 
Appendix 4. 
 



5.5 At the time of writing of this report correspondence between officers and the parties 
making the objections was ongoing.  1 party would like their objection to stand and 3 
parties have failed to respond to the Council by the deadline given to them and have 
subsequently been written to again to ask if they wish to withdraw their objections.  
 

5.6 In view of the desire to make progress with the proposed scheme this report is being 
brought to the Committee to seek approval for making the Road Traffic Regulation 
Order.   
 

6 Implications 
 

6.1 Resource - There are no resource implications to the Council, as these proposals are 
being funded through allocated budget for 20mph schemes and the Smarter Choices 
Smarter Places funding awarded to the Council following a successful bid.  Subject to 
the RTRO being approved it is intended that the signs and markings would be 
implemented by May 2019. 
 

6.2 Legal - Formal speed limits require to be supported by a Road Traffic Regulation 
Order.  This report sets out the representations received and is seeking approval to 
make the RTRO. 
 

6.3 Community (Equality, Poverty and Rural) - The proposed 20mph scheme uses 
pedestrian and cyclists casualty information.  Lower vehicle speeds aim to reduce the 
risks for vulnerable road users. 
 

6.4 Climate Change / Carbon Clever - Reduced vehicle speeds have the aim of increasing 
active travel choices and thus reducing the amount of vehicles, and as a result 
emissions, on the roads. 
 

6.5 Risk - The following risks are highlighted:- 
 

 20mph speed limit schemes require observed mean average speeds of 24mph or 
lower. 

 The Wick 20mph scheme delivery is on hold until formal approval by the 
Caithness Committee. 

 
6.6 Gaelic - There are no Gaelic or Rural Implications. 
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Appendix 1 
Plan showing the area of the proposed 20mph speed limit 

 
 



Appendix 2 
 

Schedule of roads 
 
Route U3557 – Hospital Road 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3649 – Seaforth Avenue 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3662 – Westbanks Avenue 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3661 – Westbanks Terrace 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3554 – Hood Street 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3616 – Newton Avenue 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3618 – Newton Road 
From its junction with Thurso Street/Thurso Road/Bankhead southwards then 
southeastwards for a total length of 575 metres or thereby. 
 
Route U3505 – Coronation Street 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3565 – Kenneth Street 
For its entire length. 
 
Route A0882 – Wick – Georgemas Road 
(Thurso Road, Thurso Street)) 
From its junction with the A99T (Latheron to Wick Road) to a point 397 meters or 
there eastwards of its junction with Thurso Street/Thurso Road/Bankhead.  
 
Route U3526 – Gowrie Place 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3791 – Gowrie Place 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3789 – Sunbeam Terrace 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3458 - Bankhead 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3760 - Creamery Road 

For its entire length. 

 



Route U3785 – Wick Cemetery Road 
(Harrow Road) 
From its junction with Kennedy Terrace/Harrowhill southwestwards for a total length 
of 14 metres or thereby. 
 
Route U3541 – Harrow Hill 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3544 – Harrow Terrace 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3563 – Kennedy Terrace 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U2388 – Old Wick Road 
(Carnaby Road) 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U5637 – Swanson Drive 
From its junction with the U2388 Oldwick road, extending in a southerly and then 
westerly direction for a distance of 362 metres or thereby. 
 
Route U5638 – Swanson Avenue 
From its junction with the Swanson Drive, extending in a southerly direction to its 
junction with Swanson Drive a distance of 149metres or thereby. 
 
Route U3626 – Oldwick Road 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3497 – Cairndhuna Terrace 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3431 – Albert Street 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3637 – Roxburgh Road 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3470 – Battery Road  
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3701 – Shilling Hill South 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3713 – Shillinghill Hill North 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3724 – Thistle Park South 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3736 – Thistle Park North 
For its entire length. 
 
 



Route U3659 – Wellington Avenue 
From its junction with North View northwestwards for a total length of 267 metres or 
thereby. 
 
Route U3614 – Murchison Street 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3660 – Wellington Street 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3569 – Kinnaird Street 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3620 – Nicolson Street  
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3624 – North Murchison Street 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3479 – Bexley Terrace 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3656 – Vansittart Street 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3639 – Royal Place 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3560 – Huddart Street 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3641 – Rutherford Street 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3467 – Barrogill Street 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3529 – Grant Street 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3654 – Smith Terrace 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3779 – Harbour Place 
For its entire length. 
 
Route C1073 – Northcote Street – Macrae Street – Grant Street (Part) – 
Macarthur Street – Harbour Brae 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3488 – Brown Place 
For its entire length. 
 
 



Route U3583 – Loch Street 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3476 – Beaufoy Street 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3610 – Moray Street 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3514 – Upper Dunbar Street 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3455 – Argyle Square 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3511 – Lower Dunbar Street 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3485 – Breadalbane Terrace 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3597 – Malcolm Street 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3508 – Dempster Street 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3653 – Sinclair Terrace 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3588 – MacLeay Street 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3538 – Harbour Road 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3667 – South Quay Road 
For its entire length. 
 
Route B9159 – Fish Mart 
For its entire length. 
 
Route B9159 – Harbour Quay 
For its entire length. 
 
Route B9159 – Martha Terrace 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3632 – River Street 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3805 – Bank Row 
(Bank Row, Union Street, Station Road) 
For its entire length. 



 
Route U3666 – Williamson Street 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3635 – Rose Street 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3643 – Saltoun Street 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3655 – Telford Street 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3491 – Burn Street 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3608 – Miller Street 
For its entire length. 
 
Route B9159 – Harbour Bridge 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3657 – Victoria Place 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3600 – Market Place 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3810 - Back Bridge Street 
For its entire length. 
 
Route A0099 – Wick to John O’Groats Road 

(North Road, High Street, Bridge Street, George Street) 

Commencing at its junction with the A99T (Latheron to Wick Road) at Thurso Street 

to a point 55 metres or thereby north westwards from its junction with Hill Avenue. 

Route B9159 – High Street 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3647 – The Shore 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3647 - Scalesburn 
From its junction with Port Dunbar Street for a length of 15 metres or thereby 
southeastwards. 
 
Route U3651 – Shore Lane 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3665 – Whitehouse Park 
For its entire length. 
 
 
 



Route C1041 – Staxigoe Road 
(Louisburgh Street) 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3807 – Ashley Court 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U5511 – Mowat Lane 
For its entire length 
 
Route U3678 – Tollbooth Lane 
For its entire length 
 
Route U3748 – John Street 
For its entire length 
 
Route C1041 – Staxigoe Road 
(Church Street) 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3777 – Kirk Hill 

For its entire length. 

Route U3532 – Green Road 
For its entire length 

 
Route U3572 – Kirk Lane 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3586 – Macleay Lane 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3591 – Miller Lane 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3494 – Carpark Riverside 
(St Fergus Road) 
For its entire length 
 
Route U3664 - Whitechapel Road 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3689 – The Glebe 
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3606 – Miller Avenue  
For its entire length. 
 
Route U3634 – Robert Street 
For its entire length. 



Appendix 3 Summary of Representations 
 
Person/Organisation Date 

Received 
Summary Officer Comment 

Supporter 1 Ongoing 
since 2017 

Representation – support for the scheme proposal. Supporter 1 first raised concerns to the Council re pupils 
crossing the A99 to walk to/from Noss Primary School as they 
felt this was a fast road for Primary School aged children to be 
crossing.  Council agreed to include this section of road into 
the proposed 20mph limit for Wick and Supporter 1 was 
delighted with this. 

Supporter 2 01.12.18 Representation - Support for the scheme proposal. Welcome support for the scheme. 
No further action required. 

Objector 1 24.12.18 Objection  - on the following grounds: 

 Driver confusion  

 Too many signs causing driver distraction 

 Cost 

 Doesn’t feel it will be effective 
Objection Withdrawn. 

Response letter sent to Objector 1 on 15.01.19 replying to the 
points he raised. 
Objection withdrawn via email on 29.01.19. 
No further action. 

Objector 2 10.12.18 Objection – on the following grounds: 

 Giving people a false sense of security 

Response letter sent to Objector 2 on 18.12.18 replying to the 
points they raised within their objection.  Objector 2 was 
provided with information regarding the 20mph programme 
ethos of casualty reduction and collision statistics explaining 
why Wick is in the Council’s priority list for 20mph introduction.  
Explanation was also provided outlining that the proposed 
scheme has been designed to be self-enforcing and after 
counts will be undertaken to determine effectiveness of the 
new limit once implemented.  Objector 2 was given a deadline 
of 10.01.19 to respond to this response.  They did not respond 
to the Council by this date and thus was written to again on 
30.01.18 asking them to confirm if they were withdrawing their 
objection.  Objector 2 emailed 02.02.19 to state they are not 
withdrawing their objection. 

Objector 3 19.12.19 Objection – on the following grounds: 

 Increase in exhaust emissions 

 Questioning whether accidents will reduce 

 Questioning necessity 

Response letter sent to Objector 3 on 15.01.19 replying to the 
points raised within their objection.  They were provided with 
evidence challenging their concern re increased vehicle 
emissions and provided with information regarding collision 
statistics explaining why Wick is in the Council’s priority list for 
20mph introduction.  Objector 3 was given a deadline of 
04.02.19 to respond to this response.   
 



They did not respond to the Council by this date and have 
been written to again asking them to confirm if they are 
withdrawing his objection. 

Objector 4 
 
(10 additional 
signatures on the 
letter) 

Letter dated 
24.12.18 

Objection – on the following grounds: 

 Unable to obtain a copy of the Authorities 
Statement of Reasons at Wick Service Point 

 Questioning justification for the proposal 

 Breach of Human Rights 

Response letter sent to Objector 4 et all on 14.01.19 replying to 
the points they raised within their objection.  A statement of 
reasons was sent to them. They were provided with information 
regarding the 20mph programme ethos and collision statistics 
explaining why Wick is in the Council’s priority list for 20mph 
introduction. Information was also provided as to how this 
proposed scheme would be implemented on the ground. 
Objector 4 was given a deadline of 4th February to respond to 
this response.  They did not respond to the Council by this date 
and have been written to again asking them to confirm if they 
are withdrawing their objection. 

Objector 5 03.01.19 Objection – on the following grounds: 

 Doesn’t feel it is justified, will work and will 
increase driver frustration 
 

Response letter sent to Objector 5 on 14.01.19 replying to the 
points they raised within their objection.  They were provided 
with information regarding the 20mph programme ethos and 
collision statistics explaining why Wick is in the Council’s 
priority list for 20mph introduction. 
Explanation outlining that speed counts have been undertaken 
in Wick to ascertain current speeds and the proposed scheme 
has been designed to be self-enforcing and after counts will be 
undertaken to determine effectiveness of the new limit once 
implemented.  Existing mean average speeds are showing to 
be 26.7mph or lower throughout Wick so the reduction in 
speed will not result in significant driver frustration.  Objector 5 
was given a deadline of 04.02.19 to respond to this response.  
They did not respond to the Council by this date and have 
been written to again asking them to confirm if they are 
withdrawing their objection. 
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