
 
 
 

 
 
 

HIGHLAND COUNCIL 
 
 

Committee: City of Inverness Area Committee 

Date: 30 May 2019 

Report Title: Station Square, Inverness – Prohibition of Left Turn from 
Academy Street 

Report By: Director of Community Services 

 
 
 

 
1 

 
Purpose/Executive Summary 

 
 
1.1 
 
 
 

 
This report details the proposal to introduce a Road Traffic Order to prohibit vehicles in 
excess of 3 tonnes, gross vehicle weight, from turning left from Academy Street, 
Inverness, into Station Square. 

 
2 

 
Recommendations 
 

 
2.1 

 
Members are asked to:- 
 
i. Consider the information contained in this report with regard to progressing with 

the proposed road traffic order; and  
 

ii. Confirm their preferred option from the options available within item 5.1 of this 
report 
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3 Background 
 

3.1 This proposal has been brought about as a result of instances where large vehicles, 
such as buses and coaches, have been observed reversing out of Station Square into 
the live traffic on Academy Street. 
 

3.2 The situation results from a lack of adequate space for large vehicles to turn round 
within Station Square, to allow them to exit onto Academy Street in forward gear. 
 

3.3 Station Square currently provides parking for taxis, pay & display parking, and space 
for use by Royal Highland Hotel. 
 

3.4 While the act of reversing out onto a main road is not in itself an offence, the Highway 
Code clearly states that it should not be done.  However, prosecution could take place 
if it were deemed an accident happened while driving without due care and attention. 
 

3.5 The proposal for the Road Traffic Order is on the grounds of road safety. 
 

4 Process to Date 
 

4.1 Approval to progress with the Road Traffic Order was sought from the Inverness 
Central Ward members and was granted on 5 September 2018.  Following which 
preparations were made to progress with the order. 
 

4.2 Approval was sought from Transport Scotland for the use of a non-prescribed sign 
detailing the 3Tonne restriction, which was granted on 26 October 2018. 
 

4.3 A DRAFT plan and order were prepared detailing the requirements of the proposed 
order (refer to Appendix 1) for issuing for consultation. 
 

4.4 Statutory Consultees were notified of the Council’s intentions to promote this order on 
Thursday 20 September 2018 and formal consultations commenced on Monday 29 
October 2018, with the notice appearing in the Edinburgh Gazette on Tuesday 30 
October 2018 and the Press & Journal on Wednesday 31 October 2018. 
 

4.5 A total of 5 responses were received as a result of the consultation (refer to Appendix 
2).  Of these 5 responses only one specifically stated it as an objection, the other 4 only 
commented on the effect the order would have on their operations. 
 
All 5 responses have been treated as objections. 
 

4.6 Letters were issued to all 5 objectors (refer to Appendix 3) detailing the Council’s 
response to the specific issues raised, and requesting confirmation that the party 
concerned was happy for the order to progress, or submit further comment.  To date no 
further response has been received from any of the 5 objectors concerned. 
 

4.7 In light of no further response from the 5 objectors, thereby leaving the objections as 
unresolved, advice was sought from the Council’s Legal team on whether a separate 
hearing was required, or Committee approval, in order to progress.  Legal advised that 
a hearing was not necessary, and that progress could be via Committee. 
 

5. Way Forward 
 
 



5.1 Where objections are unresolved, there are three options available to the Committee:- 
 
i) Approve the proposed Road Traffic Order as it currently stands and instruct its 

implementation; 
ii) Request a revision to the order and have a new draft order prepared if the 

revision results in a more restrictive order; and 
iii) Abandon the proposed Road Traffic Order. 
 

6. Implications 
 

6.1 Resource – No implications. 
 

6.2 Legal – No implications. 
 

6.3 Community (Equality, Poverty and Rural) – No implications. 
 

6.4 Climate Change / Carbon Clever – No implications. 
 

6.5 Risk - Potential for road traffic accidents due to traffic reversing into Academy Street 
 

6.6 Gaelic – No implications. 
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