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1. 

 
Purpose/Executive Summary 

 
 
1.1 
 
 
 

 
Following the conclusion of a statutory consultation process, this report seeks Members’ 
agreement to a recommendation to discontinue the provision of education at Stoer 
Primary School. 

2. Recommendations 
 

2.1 Members are asked to recommend that the Highland Council discontinues education at 
Stoer Primary School, transferring its catchment to that of Lochinver Primary School. 

 
 
 

3. Implications 
 

3.1 Resource - These are set out in the table at Appendix 5 of the attached documentation. 
 

3.2 Legal - The statutory consultation has complied with the requirements of the Schools 
(Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.  
 

3.3 Community (Equality, Poverty and Rural) - The Equalities impact is assessed at Section 
15 of Appendix A.  The Proposal is not anticipated as having any effect on poverty issues.  
The Proposal Paper at Appendix A also assesses the rural school and community issues. 
 

3.4 Climate Change/Carbon Clever – The attached report details the implications in relation 
to school buildings and school transport. It is estimated that in terms of the Council’s 
carbon emissions, the proposal will see a net reduction. 
 

3.5 Risk - The main risks associated with the recommendation relate to the potential for call-
in by Scottish Ministers. Officials have sought to mitigate the risk through review and 
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evaluation to ensure that procedurally the requirements of the Act and statutory 
consultation process have been met. 
 

3.6 Gaelic – None. 
 

4. Background 
 

4.1 On 29 May 2019 the Care, Learning and Housing Committee agreed to commence a 
statutory consultation, per the requirements of the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 
2010, to discontinue the provision of education at Stoer Primary School. The school has 
been mothballed since July 2016.  Currently there are 3 children of primary school age 
in the catchment.   

  
5. The Proposal  

 
5.1 The proposal for decision, (Appendix 1) and appendices; and the original proposal issued 

for consultation and its appendices; are attached.  They provide details of all consultation 
comments received, the report from Education Scotland, and the Council’s response to 
comments arising from the consultation. 
 

5.2 The views of the pupils attending Lochinver Primary School (including the Stoer pupils) 
can be viewed at Appendix 3i.  Of the 32 pupils who expressed a view, 15 thought that 
it would be best to close Stoer Primary, whilst 12 thought we should re-open it.  Five 
pupils suggested that we keep the school mothballed for longer.  There were also 6 
written responses received from stakeholders, all of which opposed closure. One of 
these was received after the closure of the consultation period and is identified as such 
in Appendix 1.  None of the responses came from parents of current primary school age 
pupils although one came from the parent of a pre-school pupil who will enter P1 in 
August 2020. Three of the six responses argued that the school should remain 
mothballed to allow more time for the number of children to increase. 

  
5.3 The public meeting was well attended given the very small local population, (see 

Appendix 2). A number of questions were raised but a majority of those present 
accepted the school was no longer viable. 
 

5.4 The legislation requires that any proposal for decision must be published at least 3 weeks 
in advance of the meeting at which any decision may be made, to allow time for further  
representations.  The Consultation Report was published on 4 February 2020.  Any 
further representations that are received will be tabled at the meeting for the attention of 
Members. 
 

5.5 In their report, Education Scotland recognised that Highland Council’s proposal has clear  
educational benefits which are currently being experienced by the children. Inspectors 
noted that the children who had previously attended Stoer Primary who spoke to HM 
Inspectors enjoy coming to Lochinver Primary School and being with friends. They enjoy  
the opportunity to participate in team sports and enjoy learning and playing together. 
They like working collaboratively with different groups of children as part of their learning.  
A few have fond memories of Stoer Primary School but believe that there are not enough  
children for the school to remain open. Staff at Lochinver Primary School all agree with 
the proposal. They think that children who would previously have been educated at Stoer  
Primary School have benefited from being part of a larger school and have more 
opportunities to develop their social skills and build resilience. Staff highlighted that the 
mothballing of Stoer Primary School was welcomed by some parents as the numbers 
had become so small. 



 
5.6 Education Scotland identified one issue for further consideration. In taking the proposal 

forward, the council needs to continue to engage with all stakeholders and encourage 
continued growth in the links between Lochinver Primary School and the community of 
Stoer. This will be progressed in conjunction with the newly appointed Head Teacher of 
Lochinver Primary. 
 

5.7 Following consideration by the Committee, if the recommendation is agreed, the 
following timeline will be followed as required by the legislation. 
 

• The recommendation of the Committee will be considered by the full Highland 
Council.   

• If ratified by full Council, the Council must, within 6 working days of the Committee 
decision, advise Scottish Ministers of the decision it has reached, provide them 
with the proposal paper and consultation report, and publish a notice stating that 
Ministers have been advised and the process through which representations may 
be made to Ministers regarding call-in of the proposal. 

• From the date of the Council decision, there is a period of 3 weeks in which 
representations to Scottish Ministers regarding call-in of the proposal can be 
made by any interested party. 

• Scottish Ministers then have a further up to 5 weeks in which to decide whether 
they will issue a call-in notice. 
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