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PAPER FOR ARDNAMURCHAN ESTATE MAINTAINING ITS OBJECTION LODGED

ON 17 OCTOBER 2019 TO THE CORE PATHS PLAN REVIEW

1. What does the Estate object to? The Estate objects only to part of the

LO08.01C proposal, in particular the southern part of the western fork on the

proposal map. The Estate welcomes walkers and public access is available to some

99.9% of the land under its management.

2. Why does the Estate object? This part of the proposed core path would pass

through a working timber processing yard where plant and equipment are in regular

use and lorries, trailers, wood-chippers and other commercial vehicles are often

manoeuvring: see the photos attached to the Objection. The yard has operated for

over 30 years, and has been expanded under planning permissions granted by the

Council between 2010 and 2017. Experience shows that the Council would create

very real risks to the health and safety of walkers if it adopted and publicised such a

route. It isn’t possible safely to accommodate walkers in the timber processing yard –

a point previously acknowledged by the Council’s Access Officer. If this part of route

LO08.01C was confirmed, it seems inevitable that the timber processing yard would

need to close, causing the loss of at least five jobs. Timber operations there produce

fuel for some 36 properties in the local area. The yard also supplies wood fuel to the

Ardnamurchan Distillery. It also takes pot ale from the distillery and processes it into

animal feed for livestock throughout the area. The distillery also sends draff and

spent lees to the yard, which processes these for animal feed or safe discharge into

reed beds. Fragile businesses and communities in the Ardnamurchan peninsula

therefore depend on the yard and its workers.

4. What does the local community think? A lot of local people work at the yard or

at the distillery or benefit from the fuel made at the yard. Some 200 local people

signed the petition sent in with the Objection last year. The proposal does not have

the support of many locals.

4. Are there other options? Yes. A core path could avoid the yard by starting

slightly to the west at the RSPB’s reserve. There is another possible route to the

east. These have been discussed with the Council’s officers and the Estate is keen

to help find a good route in due course.

5. What does the law and guidance say? When proposing core paths, the

Council has to consider (i) the likelihood that people exercising access rights will do
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so by using core paths; (ii) the desirability of encouraging people to use core paths;

and (iii) the need to balance the exercise of access rights and the interests of the

owner of the land (s17(3) of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003). Its proposals

should “assist the interests of sound land management (including diversification and

local enterprise) without compromising accessibility” (page 44 of government

guidance). The problem with a core path passing through a busy commercial yard is

that the Council would in effect be encouraging people to pass through dangerous

commercial and industrial premises. The proposal fails to strike the right balance

between the exercise of access rights and the needs of business – especially where

there are alternatives to be used instead. There are in any event no access rights

through the yard at the moment because the Act excludes access rights from land

which “forms a compound or other enclosure” containing any “building or other

structure or works, plant or fixed machinery” – in this case, the yard. The Estate has

taken Senior Counsel’s advice on these issues.

6. What should the committee do? It is suggested that the committee should

approve only the more easterly fork in the proposed new core path, and delete the

western fork. That would ensure the new core path plan can be adopted soon and

put into effect. Discussions about the options for any future route further west can

be continued without interfering with the wider core paths plan.

7. What happens if the committee approves the current proposal including the

route through the yard? Because of the impact that route would have on the yard

and the local people, the Estate would have to maintain its objection, and the

Scottish Ministers will have to hold a local inquiry into whether the plan will, if

adopted, fulfil the purpose of giving the public reasonable access through the area:

s20A(5) of the Act. The Council couldn’t adopt the new core plan unless and until

Ministers direct them to do so after the local inquiry: s20A(3). Ministers’ decision

could then be challenged in the Court of Session.

The Estate thanks the committee for the opportunity to contribute to their discussion.

7 September 2020
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APPENDIX 25 – SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

 

P 1.1 Glenborrodale Castle East Gate 

 

 

P4 The Sheds 

 

145



 

 

 

 

 

146



 

 

 

 

- video available  -  

147



 

 

 

 

 

148



P5.0 

 

P6.0 

 

P7.0 

 

 

149



P9.0 

 

P11.0 

 

P13 

 

150


	Annex 19b - Ardnamurchan Estate Supplementary Objection
	Annex 20 - Glenborrodale Map A Annotated
	Annex 21 - Glenborrodale Map B Annotated
	Annex 22 - LO08 Glenborrodale and Laga
	Annex 23 - Glenborrodale Key to Photos Map based
	Annex 24 - Glenborrodale Key to Photos Aerial view
	Annex 25 - Site Photographs



