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Purpose/Executive Summary 

This report provides an update on progress of all cases within the ‘Major’ development 
category currently with the Planning and Development Service for determination.  The report 
also details progress on proposals submitted under S36 or S37 of the Electricity Act 1989 
on which the Council is consulted. 

Recommendation 

Members are asked to note the current position of these applications. 
 



 

1. Update on Progress 

1.1  Appendix 1 contains a list of all applications for Major Development currently with 
the Service and awaiting determination.  A brief update on the progress of these 
applications is provided, including a likely timescale for each case to be determined.  

1.2 Appendix 2 provides a list of all significant Electricity Act applications. It should be 
noted that for many of these, the Council has already provided its response to 
Scottish Government.  Only once Scottish Ministers determine these cases will they 
be removed from the list. From a performance point of view, the Council is not 
required to meet the same target timescales expected with planning applications. 

1.3 Details for any of these applications can be obtained through the Council’s e-
planning portal http://wam.highland.gov.uk/wam by entering the respective case 
reference number provided. The following abbreviations have been used in the 
appendices: 
 

• PCO – Pending Consideration 
• PDE – Pending Decision 
• S36RO –raised an objection to an application for energy generation under 

the Electricity Act 
• S36RNO – raised no objection to an application for energy generation 

under the Electricity Act 
• S37RO – raised an objection to an application for energy transmission 

under the Electricity Act 
• S37RNO – raised no objection to an application for energy transmission 

under the Electricity Act 

2. Delegated Refusals of Major Applications and Current Appeals / Judicial 
Reviews Related to Major Applications 

2.1 Since the Major Developments Update Report presented to the last North Planning 
Applications Committee, the following major applications have been refused using 
delegated powers, following circulation to local Members: 

• 20/03833/FUL - Cairnmore Hill Wind Farm - Erection and Operation of a 
Wind Farm for a period of 35 years, comprising of 8 Wind Turbines with a 
maximum blade tip height 138.5m with an indicative generating capacity of 
33.6MW, access tracks, substation, control building, battery energy storage 
and ancillary infrastructure. 

2.2 Following refusal of the following applications, appeals are currently in progress for 
the below major applications: 

• 13/04469/S36 - Strathy Wood Wind Farm - Erection of up to 13 (amended 
from 26) wind turbines with a max tip height of 180m and ancillary 
development - A Public Local Inquiry for this proposal is took place virtually 
between 26 and 30 April 2021.  
 

• 19/04826/FUL - Installation of up to 7 wind turbines of up to 149.9 metres 
tip height and ancillary infrastructure (South Kilbraur Wind Farm) -  
The DPEA have advised that the appeal will not involve any further oral 
procedures and will be progressed following a site inspection. 

http://wam.highland.gov.uk/wam


 
• 20/00616/FUL - Construction of vertical launch space port with launch 

operations control centre, site integration facility, launch pad complex, 
antenna park, access road, fencing, services and associated infrastructure 
– It is anticipated that the Court of Session will hear the challenge to the 
Council’s decision on this application between 8 and 10 June 2021. 
 

• 20/00645/FUL - Drum Hollistan 2 Wind Farm - Development of wind farm 
comprising 7 wind turbines with a maximum blade tip of 125M and 
associated infrastructure – The DPEA have advised that further oral 
procedures will be required prior to a recommendation being reached. A 
Pre-Examination Meeting took place on 23 May 2021, with the hearing 
sessions to consider matters of policy, visual impact and wild land impact 
likely taking place between 29 September and 1 October 2021. At this time 
it is not clear whether the hearings will be held virtually or in person. A 
second pre-examination meeting will take place on 14 July 2021 to 
determine the form of the hearing sessions.  
 

• 20/01905/S36 - Limekiln Extension Wind Farm - Erection and Operation of 
a Wind Farm for a period of 30 years, comprising of 5 Wind Turbines with 
a maximum blade tip height 149.9m, with access tracks, hardstanding 
areas, substation, battery storage facility, control building compound, 
borrow pits and cabling – A Public Local Inquiry for this proposal is due to 
take place between 15 and 18 June 2021. 

 
19/03015/FUL - Erection of up to 11 wind turbines maximum tip height of 
126.5m with associated infrastructure - Camster II Wind Farm – An appeal 
has been submitted by the applicant and the Planning Authority have 
responded. The DPEA have advised that the appeal will not involve any 
further oral procedures and will be progressed following a site inspection. 

 
For those cases under the Electricity Act 1989 where a Public Local Inquiry has 
been held and we are awaiting the decision of the Scottish Ministers the case will 
be listed in the appendix to this report only. 

3. Recent Decisions by Scottish Ministers 

3.1 Since the last committee no decisions on Electricity Act applications have been 
issued by Scottish Ministers in the North Planning Applications Committee area. 

4. RECOMMENDATION 

4.1 That Members note the current position with these applications. 

5. IMPLICATIONS  

5.1 Resource: Not applicable. 

5.2 Legal: Not applicable. 

5.3 Community (Equality, Poverty and Rural): Not applicable. 
 



5.4 Climate Change/Carbon Clever: Not applicable. 

5.5 Risk: Not applicable. 

5.6 Gaelic: Not applicable.  

 
Designation: Acting Head of Development Management – Highland 
Author:  Simon Hindson, Strategic Projects Team Leader  
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APPENDIX 1 - MAJOR APPLICATIONS PRE 2009
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APPENDIX 2 - APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED UNDER THE ELECTRICITY ACT 1989
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