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1 

 
Purpose/Executive Summary 

 
 
1.1 

 
Members are asked to discharge the authority’s duty to consider the single objection to 
the traffic calming being proposed to support the Grantown on Spey 20mph speed limit 
order, which was properly submitted and not withdrawn, before deciding whether to 
approve the construction of the traffic calming.  
 

 
2 

 
Recommendations 

 
 
2.1 

 
Members are asked to:- 
 
i. Consider the objection made in accordance with the regulations and not 

withdrawn; and  
ii. Subject to i), approve the construction of the traffic calming in Grantown in 

Spey          
 

3. Implications 
 

3.1 Resource – These proposals are being funded via the Transport Scotland ‘Cycling, 
Walking and Safer Routes’ external grant funding. 
 

3.2 Legal – There is a requirement for outstanding objections to traffic calming proposals to 
be considered by the Roads Authority.  This report sets out the objections received for 
consideration and is seeking approval to construct. 
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3.3 Community (Equality, Poverty, Rural and Island) – Lower vehicle speeds aim to 
reduce the risks for vulnerable road users and increase active travel choices. 
 

3.4 Climate Change / Carbon Clever – Reduced vehicle speeds have the aim of increasing 
active travel choices and thus reducing the number of vehicles on the roads. 
 

3.5 Risk – If the construction of the traffic calming is not approved there is an increased 
risk of non-compliance with the new 20mph speed limit meaning the extents of the 
proposed 20mph speed limit will have to be reviewed. 
 

3.6 Gaelic – There are no Gaelic implications. 
 

 
4. Background 

 
4.1 
 

This scheme is part of the Council’s overall strategy to introduce 20mph speed limits in 
our town and residential areas as a measure to improve road safety, provide an 
environment to encourage healthier and more sustainable transport choices such as 
walking and cycling, benefit casualty reduction and severity, and improve the safety of 
school aged children who are susceptible to visual looming. 
 

4.3 
 

When designing 20mph schemes The Highland Council follows Government guidance 
set out in ‘Setting Local Speed Limits: Guidance for Local Authorities: Enterprise, 
Transport and Lifelong Learning Department (ETLLD) Circular No 1/2006’, ‘The ‘Traffic 
Signs Regulations and General Directions’ (TSRGD) and Transport Scotland’s ‘Good 
Practice Guide on 20mph Speed Restrictions, Review June 2016, Version 2’.  This 
guidance states that when installing a 20mph limit, the existing mean average vehicle 
speeds should be below 24mph to allow the 20mph limit to be installed without traffic 
calming. 
 

4.4 
 

During the design process speed surveys were carried out in several locations in 
Grantown on Spey (see Appendix 1) and as a result of the mean average speeds 
being recorded above 24mph a series of speed cushions were designed around 
Grantown on Spey as follows:- 2 pairs on Castle Road East; 4 pairs on B9102 between 
the Castle Road East Junction and the leisure centre and 2 pairs on Heathfield Road. 
 
In addition to the traffic calming proposed as a result of speed surveys, there is also 
one pair of speed cushions and a full width road hump proposed for South Street, this 
is as a direct result of parent and school complaints regarding traffic flow in the area. 
 

4.5 
 

There is one outstanding objection to the construction of the traffic calming. 
 

5. Consultation 
 

5.1 Consultation plans were produced for the proposed traffic calming.  Appendix 2 
contains plans detailing these traffic calming proposals.  A copy of the 20mph speed 
limit extents which went through consultation with no objections can be found in 
Appendix 3 for information. 
 



5.2 Elected Members were consulted prior to statutory consultation taking place.  Statutory 
consultation then took place with the Emergency Services, Community Council, Freight 
Transport Association, Road Haulage Association, Highland Cycle Campaign and Bus 
Companies and the proposals were then advertised in the local press for the period 5 
August to 5 September 2022.     
 

6. Representations 
 

6.1 
 

The Highland Council has received one objection to the proposed traffic calming in 
Grantown on Spey and the Authority has been unable to resolve this objection.  
 

6.2 
 

A summary of the representation and officer comments is set out in the table in 
Appendix 4.  Copies of the representations and communications are provided at 
Appendix 5. 
 

6.3 In view of the desire to make progress with making permanent the 20mph limit in 
Grantown on Spey with the aim of delivering a self-enforcing speed limit, this report is 
being brought to Committee to seek approval for construction of the traffic calming in 
Grantown on Spey as detailed in Appendix 2.  
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Appendix 1 – Mean Average Speed Data, Grantown on Spey 
   



Appendix 2 – Traffic Calming Plans 



  



 



Appendix 3 – 20mph Scheme Extents 
 
  



Appendix 4 – Table of Representations and Officer Comments 
 
Representor Date Received Summary Officer Comment 
Objector 1 18.08.22 Objection to the traffic calming on the following 

grounds:- 
 
• There is no problem with speeding in Grantown 

on Spey. 
• Waste of public money. 
• Speed cushions discourage traffic which will be 

detrimental to local businesses. 
• Increase traffic noise from vehicles negotiating 

the speed cushions. 
• Speed cushions are a nuisance, unpleasant to 

negotiate and will cause damage to cargo and 
vehicles. 

Response letter sent 30.09.22 replying to all the points 
as follows:- 
 
• Provided the rationale behind the Highland 

Council 20mph programme and the design 
guidance being followed. 

• Outlined the funding source and explained how it 
is being used to make communities more 
appealing for active travel and reduce the risk of 
collisions.  

• Explanation provided that speed cushions have 
been proposed to minimise any increase in noise, 
they provide reasonable speed reduction due to 
their narrow width meaning larger vehicles can 
straddle the cushions.  When driven with due 
care and attention at the appropriate speed even 
cars can minimise the bump felt if lining up 
correctly.  

 
 
 



 
Appendix 5 – Copies of Correspondence 

 
Objector 1  
 
 

 
  



Officer reply to Objector 1 
 

  



 

 


