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1. 

Purpose/Executive Summary 
 

 
1.1 
 
 

 
The main purpose of the report is to inform Members of planning for the publication of 
the Gaelic Language Plan 4 (GLP4) and the associated public consultation. 

 
2. 

 
Recommendations 

 
2.1 Members are asked to: 

 
i. Discuss, consider and note the report. 
 

3. Implications 
 

3.1 Resource – Funding for the implementation of GLP4 will be sought through the Scottish 
Government, Bòrd na Gàidhlig and Highland Council. 
  

3.2 Legal – The Highland Council is required to have an approved Gaelic Language Plan in 
accordance with the Gaelic Language (Scotland) Act 2005. Section 3(6) of the 2005 Act 
also outlines the requirement of public authorities to consult persons appearing to have 
an interest on the draft GLP4. 
 

3.3 Community (Equality, Poverty, Rural and Island) – The implementation of GLP4 has a 
strong community focus across the Highlands due to the activities, community support 
and development that is provided in communities through the work of the Gaelic team. 

3.4 Climate Change / Carbon Clever – The Gaelic team maximises the use of technology to 
liaise with colleagues and external bodies to reduce travel implications.  
The public consultation for GLP4 has included in-person events in Fort William, Portree 
and Inverness. Much of the consultation has been conducted online to reduce travel. 

3.5 Risk – There are no risks arising from this report. 
3.6 Gaelic – Positive implications regarding the preservation and development of Gaelic 

language and culture across all the sectors and age groups and it also enhances social 
and economic value of Gaelic and its associated culture. 
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4.  Gaelic Language Plan 4 

 
4.1 GLP4 is a refresh of the three previous iterations of the GLPs produced and implemented 

by the Highland Council. GLP4 builds upon the previous work undertaken to further the 
two overarching aims of the draft National Gaelic Plan: 
 

• Increase the Use of Gaelic 
• Increase the Learning of Gaelic 

 
The draft GLP4 can be accessed here. 
 

4.2 GLP4 has been structured in line with the draft National Plan 2023- 2028, which includes 
the following four themes:  
 

• Communities and Home;    
 

• Media, Arts, Culture and Heritage;   
 

• Business and the Economy;    
 

• Education.  
 

A short summary of the plan is listed in Appendix 1. 
 

5 Consultation for GLP4 
 

5.1 The public consultation for GLP4 commenced on 10th March the 10th and will close on 
21st of April. The final Plan will be submitted to Bòrd na Gàidhlig in early June. 
 
In addition to three drop-in events in Inverness, Portree and Fort William, the consultation 
for GLP4 is largely being held online. The Highland Council is being supported by Astar 
Media to host the drop-in events. 
 
The public are requested to submit their responses using the survey form which is hosted 
on the Highland Council website. 
 
A teacher guidance document has also been created to enable teachers to gather 
consultation responses from pupils. This has been cascaded to schools across The 
Highland region. This can be viewed in Appendix 2. 
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https://www.highland.gov.uk/downloads/file/26725/plana_g%C3%A0idhlig_2023-28_gaelic_language_plan_2023-28
https://www.highland.gov.uk/gaeliclanguageplan
https://highlandcouncil1.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/GLP4/EZ8taOthW6ZBk_d9mY51qVEB8WB7u4NOdk3Gh541OKOnSw?e=8pmKp9


  
Appendix 1 

 
The Highland Council’s draft Gaelic Language Plan - Overview 

  
This is The Highland Council’s fourth Gaelic Language Plan, prepared within the framework of the 
Gaelic Language (Scotland) Act 2005. The draft Gaelic Language Plan spans a five-year period from 
2023 to 2028 and builds on the progress made in the previous three plans.  
  
The draft Gaelic Language Plan follows the format of the draft National Gaelic Language Plan 
2023–28, which includes the following four themes: 
1. Communities and Home 
2. Media, Arts, Culture and Heritage 
3. Business and the Economy 
4. Education 
  
Bòrd na Gàidhlig and The Highland Council have worked together to produce a set of Strategic 
Priorities for the development of the Plan to further grow the use of Gaelic and the learning of 
Gaelic. 
  
The Strategic Priorities focus on how the functions of The Highland Council will progress the aims 
of the draft National Gaelic Language Plan. These are based upon the high-level aims which were 
shared by Bòrd na Gàidhlig with The Highland Council, and their commitments as laid out in the 
draft National Plan. 
  
The draft Gaelic Plan describes how each of the Strategic Priorities will be delivered, and 
identifies the actions required. 
  
The draft Gaelic Plan also includes a section on Corporate Service Aims. These will be 
utilised with the aim of standardising and normalising key Gaelic services across all Council 
services during the lifetime of the Plan. 
 

  



Appendix 1 
 

The Highland Council’s draft Gaelic Language Plan – Strategic Priorities 
 
 

 
  



Appendix 2 
 

Teacher Guidance Document – Gaelic Pupil Voice Project 
 

 
 
 



 









 



 



 
 


