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Summary 

This report relates to an application for the provisional grant of a premises licence in 
respect of The Grapemonger, 106 High Street, Nairn, IV12 4DE. 

1.0 Description of premises 

1.1 The Grapemonger is situated in Nairn Town Centre and consists of retail space, 
a large warehouse with a residential flat above. 

2.0 Operating hours 

2.1 The applicant seeks the following on-sale hours: 

On sales: 

Tuesday to Wednesday: 1200 hours to 1800 hours 
Thursday to Friday:       1200 hours to 2200 hours 
Saturday:         1200 hours to 2000 hours 

The applicant seeks the following off-sale hours: 

Off sales: 

Tuesday to Wednesday: 1200 hours to 1800 hours 
Thursday to Friday:       1200 hours to 2200 hours 
Saturday:         1200 hours to 2000 hours 

3.0 Background 

3.1 
 

On 27 January 2023 the Licensing Board received an application for the 
provisional grant of a premises licence from One One Two on The Brae Ltd.  

The application was accompanied by the necessary section 50 certification in 
terms of Planning and Building Standards together with a Disabled Access 
Statement. 



3.2 The application was publicised during the period 13 February until 6 March 
2023 and confirmation that the site notice was displayed has been received. 

3.3 In accordance with standard procedure, Police Scotland, the Scottish Fire & 
Rescue Service and the Council’s Community Services (Environmental Health) 
and Planning and Building Standards were consulted on the application. 

3.4 Notification of the application was also sent to NHS Highland and the local 
Community Council. 

3.5 Further to this publication and consultation process, the following timeous 
notices of objections have been received and are appended: 

Richard Hunter and Michelle Shearer 
Una McKernan 

3.6 The applicant and the objector(s) have been invited to attend the hearing.  They 
have been advised of the hearings procedure which will be followed at the 
meeting and which may also be viewed via the following link:  

http://highland.gov.uk/hlb_hearings 

4.0 Legislation 

4.1 The Licensing Board must, in considering and determining the application, 
consider whether any grounds of refusal apply and, if none of them applies, the 
Board must grant the application.   

Relevant grounds of refusal are: - 

1. that the premises are excluded premises;

2. that the Board considers, having regard to the licensing objectives, that the
applicant is not a fit and proper person to be the holder of a premises
licence;

3. that the grant of the application would be inconsistent with one or more of
the licensing objectives;

4. that having regard to;
(i) the nature of the activities proposed to be carried on in the subject

premises,
(ii)  the location character and condition of the premises, and
(iii) the persons likely to frequent the premises,
the Board considers the premises are unsuitable for use for the sale of
alcohol, or

5. that the Board considers that, if the application were to be granted, there
would, as a result, be overprovision of licensed premises, or licensed
premises of the same or similar description as the subject premises, in the

http://highland.gov.uk/hlb_hearings


locality. 

4.2 For the purposes of the Act, the licensing objectives are- 

(a) preventing crime and disorder,
(b) securing public safety,
(c) preventing public nuisance,
(d) protecting and improving public health, and
(e) protecting children and young persons from harm.

4.3 If the Board would refuse the application as made, but a modification is 
proposed by them and accepted by the applicant, the application can be 
granted as so modified. 

5.0 Licensing Standards Officer 

5.1 The LSO has provided the following comments:- 

(i) A provisional premises licence application has been received for the
Grapemonger, 106 High Street, Nairn.

(ii) These premises will be developed into a specialist wine merchant, selling
high end wines, spirits and ales. Both on and off sales categories have been
applied for in the licence, in order that tutored tastings and wine club functions
can be catered for on the premises. Children and young persons will not be
permitted to these functions.

(iii) The premises have been visited by the LSO and are suitable for the
operation of the business as described within the operating plan. Off sales
capacity has been calculated at 30 square metres, which is well inside the
current threshold set by the Board for consideration of the question of
overprovision.

(iv) The necessary Section 50s in respect of Planning and Building Standards
have been submitted, as has a Disabled Access Statement. The hours applied
for are within the allowed hours for off sales prescribed within the Licensing
(Scotland) Act 2005. The operating plan in the opinion of the LSO, meets the
standards of the 5 licensing objectives.

(v) The applicant has successfully operated a bistro/wine merchant at 112 High
Street, Nairn for a number of years, it has a respected local reputation and an
unblemished operating history. The applicant is seeking the opportunity in this
new application, to grow the wine merchant side of the business.

(vi) During the public consultation phase of this application a representation was
submitted from Mr Richard Hunter who lives directly above the premises.

(vii) A further objection was submitted from Una McKernan. Both submissions
complained of the likely occurrence of noise and anti-social issues relating to
allowing these premises to do on sales, in particular, on Thursday and Friday



evenings until 2200 hours. 

(viii) It is the view of the LSO that the licensing objectives are not compromised
by this application. The application seeks to establish a business in what is the
main thoroughfare through the centre of Nairn. It is predominantly a commercial
district of the Town. The applicant has successfully run a Bistro business at 112
High Street, Nairn since 2016, which has been entirely incident free, and which
trades for longer licensed hours.

(ix) The application seeks to establish a wine merchants business. This is
manifestly different from a traditional off licence shop. The shop will trade in
high end wines, spirits and liqueurs solely. Customers will be wine enthusiasts
looking for specific products.  The applicant Cathy Hamilton and her daughter
are both qualified to WSET level 3.  This is a bespoke qualification from the
Wine and Spirit Educational Trust who offer globally recognised education and
qualifications in wines &  spirits for professionals and enthusiasts.  Mrs Hamilton
has also put an additional member of staff through the qualification so as to
offer the highest calibre of professional service.

(x) The hours of trading applied for are well within the hours of trading allowed
within current HLB Policy.  On only two nights of the week is a closure of 2200
hours requested. Otherwise the hours of trading are very much aligned to
normal shop hours.  The on sales requested are simply to allow occasional wine
tastings on the premises.  This is about product information and education
rather than traditional vertical drinking trade.

(xi) The only factor the LSO does recommend consideration for is glass disposal
for which a specific local licensing condition has now been recommended.

(xii) It is also noteworthy that the application has been supported by the local
Community Council.

6.0 HLB local policies 

6.1 The following policies are relevant to the application:- 

(1) Highland Licensing Board Policy Statement 2018-23
(2) Highland Licensing Board Equality Strategy

7.0 Conditions 

7.1 Mandatory conditions 

If the application is approved the mandatory conditions set out in Schedule 3 of 
the Act will apply. 

7.2 Local conditions 

No local conditions are considered necessary. 



7.3 Special conditions 

Any glass disposal will not take place after 2200 hours or prior to 0800 hours. 

Recommendation 
The Board is invited to determine the above application and if minded to grant the 
application, to agree the proposed special condition detailed at para. 7.3 above.  

If the Board is minded to refuse the application, the Board must specify the ground 
for refusal and, if the ground for refusal is in relation to a licensing objective, the 
Board must specify the objective in question.  

Reference:  HC/INBS/685 
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Author: Marjory Bain 
Appendices: 

Appendix 1 – Letter of objection from Richard Hunter and Michelle Shearer dated 2 
March 2023 
Appendix 2 – Letter of objection from Una McKernan dated 3 March 2022 
Appendix 3 – Letter of support from Nairn West and Suburban Community Council 
dated 5 March 2023 
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