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Dear Raymond,
 
Thank you for your letter dated 20th March 2023 to Jenny Gilruth MSP, regarding investment in the
Highland road network. As the new Minister for Transport, your letter has been passed to me to
respond. 
 

The Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 places the statutory responsibility for local roads improvement,
maintenance and repair with local road authorities. Neither the Scottish Ministers or the Scottish
Government would become directly involved in these day to day duties.

 
I can confirm that in 2023-24, Highland Council will receive £561.5 million to fund local services, which
equates to an extra £14.8 million to support vital day to day services or an additional 2.7 per cent
compared to 2022-23.  In addition all councils will receive their fair share of the currently undistributed
sum of £329.8 million.

 
This funding is provided to local authorities in a block grant and we do not stipulate how they should
utilise their individual allocations.  It is therefore the responsibility of each local authority to manage their
own budget and to allocate the financial resources available to them on the basis of local needs and
priorities, having first fulfilled their statutory obligations and the jointly agreed set of national and local
priorities. 
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I hope this is helpful.

 
Yours sincerely

 
KEVIN STEWART
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